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Florin ANGHEL, Projects for New Europe: the establishing of Romanian–

Polish  diplomatic relations and  the issue of  mutual border (1918-1919) 
After November 11, 1918 (Proclamation of  the Republic of Poland) France had 

decided that new Poland had the means to endorse at least three major factors, which 
were able to increase French influence in Central and Eastern Europe:  1) the setting up 
of a political, military and economic outlet to the Baltic Sea; 2) to provide a good 
neighbourhood to Romania, taking into consideration, for the future, the ideea to forge a 
group of states between Baltic and Black Sea (the so called cordon sanitaire); 3) 
mediation, by the French authorities only, of  any  kind of  border issues regarding 
Poland. French objectives, and in particular the one regarding the Romanian-Polish 
border, were issued in order to follow and back the military objectives of France, while 
the entire regional policy was in strong connection to the competition for influence 
between France and Great Britain.              

 
Cristian SANDACHE, Nicolae Titulescu’s Foreign Policy: a critical  approach 
The external policy of Romania was influenced before the war by the desire to 

realize national unity, the dream of union with all the Rpumanians outside of Roumania’s 
frontiers. In this policy Roumanians was always supported more especially by France, 
with whom a very close cultural bond also existed, relations which are still maintained. 
The external policy of Roumania has not changed after the 1918, and all the efforts made 
on different parts to alter this policy completed failed. If of late, voices have been heard 
endeavouring to force Roumania into another direction, their effect has been destroyed by 
the repeated declarations of Nicolae Titulescu, Minister for Foreign Affairs. After 1934, 
the antiSemitic Romanian fascists, who received encouragement for German Nazis, were 
especially angered by the Titulescu’s friendship with France, Czechoslovakia, and the 
Soviet union. They denounced a plan of the Tatarescu Gouvernment to build a railroad 
connecting the Soviet Union with Czechoslovakia via Romania, and in 1936 brought 
about the resignation of Nicolae Titulescu. 

 
Marcel VARGA, The representatives of Ethnic Minority Parties in the Romanian 

Parliament (1934-1937) 
After the elections of December 1933, the Magyar Party had 3 senators and 8 

deputies in the Romanian Parliament. The same results had the German Party, allied with 
the government. The Jews Party did not exceed the electoral threshold (2%). 
       Frequently, the members of Parliament raised various questions and innitiated 
speeches concerning the Romanian economy, administration, education and culture. 
Their interventions were dictated by party interests or by their affiliation to various 
groups.    

 



Bogdan Alexandru SCHIPOR, British policy toward Finland during the Winter War 
The soviet attack over Finland, on the 30th of November 1939 without any 

preliminary war declaration, somehow surprised the British government and caused 
vehement reactions in the press and in the Parliament, but did not represent, though, a 
completely unexpected event for the diplomacy from London. The British political 
leaders found themselves in a delicate situation, because, on one side, the pressure of the 
public opinion obliged the government to express a favorable attitude to the Finnish 
cause, but giving an official answer about the soviet attack had to allow for the fact that 
Great Britain was not able to act directly for the government from Helsinki. 

Or, this kind of actions could bring Great Britain in the situation of declaring war to 
the Soviet Union, what for the moment was not to be discussed. The relation with 
Moscow had to be kept the more that the attack of the Red Army did not represent a 
threat towards the direct British interests. These could have been affected only if the 
Russians had committed acts of aggression especially in the South-Eastern Europe. Only 
then London could take into consideration the adoption of a more firmly attitude, such as 
declaring war to Moscow. 

But, for the moment, the British government based on two possibilities. The first 
was that the attacks confine themselves to Finland, and in this case the soviet expansion 
would have not affected at all the interests of the Western powers. On the other hand, if 
the attack of the Red Army over Finland took part of a much developed plan, which 
would have implied the expansion of the Russian influence on the South-Eastern Europe 
also, it was obvious that the Western interests would have been affected. An eventual 
soviet aggression in the area of the Balkans or of the Straits would have forced thus Great 
Britain to think about the possibility of declaring war to the Soviet Union, eventually 
altogether with Italy. Until then, London had to avoid an open conflict with Moscow. 

For the British, Finland has become a second-place issue, their interest being the 
possibility that under the false intervention for this country, they would obtain altogether 
with the French the control over the iron mines from the Northern Sweden and of the 
Norwegian harbor Narvik, from which all these took the road to Germany. In these 
circumstances it was somehow preferably that Finland resist the more it could, because it 
would have kept away the Russian troops, as the German ones, from the interests 
followed by the Great Britain and France in the Northern Scandinavia. 

Paris and London hoped that finally Sweden and Norway allow the passage of a 
French-British expeditionary troop on their territory, towards Finland, as a result of a call 
that the Finnish government should do for assistance against the Soviet Union. This time, 
the Western powers were wrong. Finland did not opt for an official call to help, neither 
from France or Great Britain, nor from the two Scandinavian states, Norway and Sweden. 
The Finish government chose in exchange the way of negotiations with the Soviet Union, 
through complicated ways, which passed over Stockholm. At last, under the pressure of 
the more complicated situation from the front and of the lack of adequate resources to 
continue to fight, the Finnish signed the peace with Moscow on the 12th of March 1940. 

 
Simion GHEORGHIU, Policy and History in dealing with Romanian-

Russian/Soviet relations. 1947-1989. Case-study: Romanian Historiography 
Between 1947 and 1989 the history of Romanian-Russian and Romanian-Soviet 

relations have been reflected in the Romanian historiography under a strong political 



influence. Their presentation and interpretation have been dependent on the evolution of 
the political relations between Bucharest and Moscow. 

Sensitive episodes such as: annexation of Bessarabia by the Tsarist Russia in 
1812; request of Romanian military support sent by the Great Duke Nicholas in 1877; the 
Union between Romania and Bessarabia in 1918; the breaking of the diplomatic relations 
between Soviet Russia and Romania and the confiscation of the Romanian Treasure sent 
in Moscow in 1917-1918; the annexation of Bessarabia and North Bucovina, by the 
Soviet Union, in 1940, have been presented during ‘40s–‘50s in a way which favored 
Moscow, using texts from Soviet handbooks historiography.  

The change that occurred in the Romanian-Soviet relations in early ‘60s has 
significantly influenced the Romanian historiography. Romania has been the only 
member of the Warsaw Pact which  acknowledged, in a 1981 University Manual of 
Romanian History, the existence of the Additional Secret Protocol of Molotov-
Ribbentrop Pact (The above mentioned document was published -the 3rd paragraph 
concerning Bessarabia). Therefore Romania pronounced itself against Moscow, in a 
fundamental issue of Soviet’s foreign policy. 

 
Radu TUDORANCEA, The „imperialist camp“ in the Korean War. From 

Diplomatic Reports of the Romanian Legation in Washington to international events 
hosted by Bucharest (1950-1953) 
          The purpose of  this paper was to assess the way in which Romania, one of the 
People’s Democracies countries, (fully engaged in offering ,,brotherly support” to 
Pyongyang),  monitorized and evaluated the ,,home reality” of the main opponent from 
the other side(USA) in the Korean War. Thus, the reports elaborated by the Romanian 
diplomats, members of the Romanian Legation in Washington, are at least interesting, 
despite their obvious subjectiveness.  
                 The ,,enemy” is even more criticized, when it comes to ,,international events” 
hosted by Romania, such as the World Youth Congres in Bucharest(25-30 July 1953), or 
the World Festival of Youth and Students in Bucharest(2-16 August 1953).             

 
Emanuel PLOPEANU, Beyond the Iron Curtain: the Romanian Governmental 

Propaganda in the North–American Romanian Exile (1950–1952) 
The object of this paper is to bring into light some aspects regarding the way in 

which the Communist establishment, from Bucharest, try to spread, in the middle of 
Romanian emigration, from United States, a very improved image of itself and of the 
„achievements” who are taking place in new Romania. Following this goal, the 
Romanian authorities try to use every possibility; for example, they responded very 
promptly to some demands regarding school textbooks, as for Romanian language, 
History and many others; in the same time, the delivery of above mentioned material was 
accompanied by new and old literatury; first was, of course, on the ideological course, 
underlinind the new better world which take shape; from the second one, only the pieces 
which stressed upon the deficiencies of the old society was, of course, selected. 
Documentary movies, on special occasions (as August 23th) were also delivered. 
 In the very intense correspondence, regarding the problem of broadcasting 
information about Romania, more restricted positions were adopted. This produced in the 
case of some requests, forwarded by originated Romanians scholars, now Americans, 



interested in knowing the latest scientific achievements. In every case the response was 
absolutely „no”. A similar position was adopted in the case of diffusing Romanian press 
to the United States journals or agencies. The reluctant attitude was motivated by the fear 
of using this sources of information against Romanian interests, few readers, of course, 
being tempted to actually believe what was written in the page of Romanian journals. 
This continued to came into Washington, but only for serving Romanian Legation needs, 
and, occasionally, for delivering to the Romanian – American or American „friends”. 
 What was surprisingly was the relative open attitude of some Romanian – 
Americans toward Communist rule from Romania, position motivated either by a real 
simpathy with tramsformation which were take place or  by an understandable need to 
know what was going on in the originated home. Anyhow, beyond idelogical 
consideration, the Communist authorities has speculate very intensely the free climate 
from the United States, in order to spread what they believe to be great achievements, for 
themselves and for the people, and, also, for finding the ideological support, in various 
left orientated American writings.  

 
Cristian VASILE, The Literature of Socialist Realism. The Romanian Writers 

and the Ideological Burden (1948-1953) 
Using preeminently newly declassified documents from the National Archives’ 

funds (especially Propaganda and Agitation Section/Direction of the Romanian Comunist 
Party’s Central Committee), one tried to draw up an extensive inventory of the 
RCP/RWP’s strategy to manipulate and enroll the Romanian Writers during the first 
years of Stalinism. Being in the spotlight within artistic and cultural life, the writers were 
perceived preeminently as the intellectuals, and after 1945/1948 the Romanian 
Communists sought to bring them on RCP’s side, despite the seeming unusable past. The 
Communist control over Literature was acomplished both through the agency of subtle 
plans of manipulation and instrumentalization and censorship (thousands of books were 
gathered in a sort of Index librorum prohibitorum). The forbidden literary works had to 
be replaced and the State Publishing Houses printed especially ideologically-oriented 
books. In such circumstances the writers had to choose between resistance, surrender, and 
ambiguity. The majority preferred the last two options and such choices were facilitated 
by the creation of the Soviet-type Writers’ Union which replaced the old Society of the 
Romanian Writers and supervised the imposition of Socialist Realism.  

 
Cezar STANCIU, The Build up of Legitimacy of  Gheorghiu-Dej’s regime 
This article deals with the theoretical and empirical background of the legitimacy 

issue, during the early Communist regime in Romania. Exploring various definitions of 
political legitimacy, we can discard the popular concept according to which Communist 
regimes were illegitimate. Although the methods of power-seizure and also the non-
democratic instruments of control were indeed illegitimate, the regime in Romania, just 
like all East European regimes, managed to obtain a certain degree of support from 
society. This was done starting in the post-Stalinist context, when the increased space of 
maneuver allowed by the Kremlin raised the question of the relations between the regime 
and society, in mostly all Communist countries. The recognition of social necessities as 
political issues and the attempt to identify solutions in the mid’ 50s were the premises for 
the construction of political legitimacy.  



 
Mioara ANTON, The Road to Helsinki. Romania and CSCE. 1966-1975 
From the mid-sixties onwards, the project of a conference for security and 

cooperation in Europe became a priority of the foreign policy of the Communist regime 
in Romania. The publication in Bucharest, in July 1966, of the Declaration on the 
reinforcement of peace and security in Europe marked the beginning of this process. The 
leaders of the PCR understood that involving Romania in the organisation of the 
conference meant the development of an independent foreign policy and the 
accumulation of prestige in relations with western states. But the period of opening was 
very brief, the causes of which have their origins in the evolution of the leader of the 
PCR. The theses of July 1971 and the return to ideological dogmatism had particularly 
grave consequences for acts of foreign policy. The ideological freeze compromised the 
bases of the policy of independence, leading to the isolation of Romania and to an 
unprecedenteed opening to the countries of the Third World. If at the end of the sixties, 
Romania surprised by its individual position within the Warsaw Pact, after 1975 the 
leader in Bucharest lost much of his prestige, becoming the prisoner of a policy which no 
longer suited the realities of the seventies.   

 
 
Cristina DIAC, The Censorship in Theatre. Case-study. The „previews” at Cluj 

National Theatre  
After 1990, in order to prove the repressive dimension of Romanian communist 

regim, it were a large discussion about the last step „made” by a play before beeing seen 
by ordinary people. The term for this final step, used by officials but by artistic folklor 
also, was „previews”, but the correct sense was „ideological previews”. The main thesis 
said officials of Communist Party falls upon playhouses, determined to censure and 
defaime the plays, stage managers and actors. Documents from archives published 
recently prove a more complex reality. The main goal of censors was to save the play. 
Parts of text removed at explicit demand of political power were the price payd by stage 
managers and actors before their cultural product get to her final destination, the 
audience.  
 

Luminiţa BANU, Florian BANU, The History of the Securitate and its sources  
Given the huge interest regarding the various aspects of the Securitate history any 

presentation of the historiographic sources cannot be complete. In this case, our study 
must be connected to a much needed analysis of the stage reached by historical research 
on this topic, taking into consideration the existing premises which can extend and 
deepen any future research leading to a comprehensive history of the Romanian 
communism. We can only hope thate the future research projects will allow the scholars 
to draw an accurate picture of the political mechanism, created by the communism 
regime in Romania.  

 
Raluca URSACHI, Romania’s Recent Past and Its Political Uses. About two 

scholarly works recently published in France  
Romania’s political development since the fall of Communism in 1989, 

comparatively little studied and understood in the Western academia, is explored by 



scholarly authors in recent publications in France. Both concentrate on the events that 
defined the fundamental divide of the Romanian political elite: the December Revolution 
and the mass meeting of the University Square followed by the violences of June 1990. 
While one of the authors, in virtue of her political career, offers a very biased analysis of 
the development of this divide once „the opposition“ finally won the elections in 
November 1996, the other work goes on to explain why the 1996 administration meant 
the end of anticommunism as a political discourse – though not of anticommunism as a 
civic attitude. The recent revival of the anticommunist discourse is not sufficiently dealt 
with by any of the two publications – it is up to the reader to see to what extent they offer 
useful tools of analysis for this unexpected development.  
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Central and South-East European Frontiers during the first half of XXth 

Century. Methodology and Historiographical Discourse 
 

Daniel CITIRIGĂ, Central European Federalism. Romanian historiographical 
perceptions  

The European federalism issue during the inter-war period has been a highly 
debated subject in the Romanian historiography originating from the Communist period 
until present times. Despite of it’s great importance no Romanian historian preocupated 
by  this matter fathomed a complex analysis of the subject if we consider that all the 
monographies published in Romanian refer to projects in which Romania was involved. 

 The main issues of debate were focused on the Danubian Confederation and the 
League of Nations’ resolutions. Although two of Romania’s allies, Czechoslovakia and 
Yugoslavia, were organized as confederations, were not given sufficient importance, 
while the federal projects from Baltic Sea area are completely missing from the analyses 
investigated by us. In spite of the lack of essential information on the subject we are 
legitimate to emphasize that the Romanian historiography developed two main streams: 
the etnocentrist, very similar with the inter-war mentalities and the federal one.  

 
Florin ANGHEL, The ,,eyes towards the East” Policy: the role of Polish-

Romanian Frontier within the ,,cordon sanitaire” system.  
Romanian-Polish frontier had, as a background, the historical boundary of 

Bucovina with Galitia, a fact which was recognized by the bilateral agreements of 1919, 
and, later, by the Saint Germain and Sévres peace treaties of 1919-1920. The change of 
the Polish orientation, during 1921-1927/1928 years, must be seen as a consequence of 
regional evolutions and also, as an expression of Polish foreign policy. Polonia initiated, 
in 1921-1926, a massive unofficial campaign, conducted in order to convince Romania to 
yield a portion of land that would have obviously been an advantage for Poland. The 
situation was more complicated after the signing of the Convention of defensive alliance 
(March 3,1921), which suggested the exchange of territories, in order to solve local issues 
regarding economy (agriculture), communications and defense of frontiers. But the 
Romanian Gouvernment did not see the issue of  territorial exchange only from the point 



of view of an advantage/disadvantage; thus, Romania decided to support the statu-quo 
principle, respecting the 1919-1920 peace treaties provisions.                    

 
Radu TUDORANCEA, The Turkish-Greek Frontier and the Minority Issue at the 

End of World War I: Historiographical Approaches  
The purpose of present paper was to evaluate the representation of frontiers and 

minority (refugees) issue, at the end of World War I, in the official historiography of the 
two countries(Greece and Turkey).We should stress, first of all, the fact that, whereas 
Greek historiography looked upon the facts which led to Lausanne episode as being a sort 
of  collective tragedy, often  referring to these events as ,,Asia Minor Catastrophy”, their 
counterparts, the Turkish historians, perceived the above mentioned events as a complete 
and heroic victory of the nation. For Greece, the events known under the syntagma ,,Asia 
Minor Catastrophy”, were considered a traumatic episode of Modern Greece, being 
similar to defeat and tragedy, a ,,decisive blow” to the well-known ,,Megali Idea”. 
Turkish historiography tended to place these events under the umbrella of  the victorious 
War of Independence, a stage in the making of the Turkish nation-state.                     

 
Simion GHEORGHIU, Political-territorial changes in Central and South-East 

Europe (1938-1944). New historiographical contributions 
After the Second World War the Soviet Union set up its security strategy under 

territorial terms: the larger was the security ring surrounding it, the stronger was the 
guarantee that the enemy’s strikes were easier to delay. We believe that by reading the 
sources again, increasing the amount of information and making use of the most recent 
bibliography, a new image on the politics of the Super Powers in South-Eastern Europe 
concerning borders and national minorities could be achieved. 

 
Silviu MILOIU, Converging their destinies: Romania and Finland in the new Soviet-

Nazi order. (March – September 1940)  
This article approaches the military and diplomatic developments from March to 

September 1940 and the Finnish and Romanian reactions to them which created the 
frame for similar concerns and choices from the part of the two states. Comparisons 
between the rationalities of the international behaviour of the two states and analyses of 
their perspectives of each other’s decisions will be also drawn based on archival sources 
from Romania, Finland and Great Britain. The convergence of destinies between distant 
and dissimilar countries such as Romania and Finland is thus a result of the rivalry of 
interests and the strife between Germany and Soviet Union at their peripheries and of 
Stalin’s reckless disregard of the negative effects of his policies on Soviet Union’s best 
interests. The effects will be clearly discernible a year later when his state and his power 
were on the brink of dissolution. 

 
Bogdan Alexandru SCHIPOR, From Guarantee to Renunciation. Romania in the 

British Political Options, 1940-1941 
The ending of the Soviet-Finnish conflict, occurred on March 12th 1940, prompted 

the British reexamine the applicability problem of the guarantees offered to Romania in 
case of a Soviet aggression. Nevertheless, Neville Chamberlain accepted to publicly 
renew the guarantees offered the previous year to Greece and Romania, simultaneously 



inciting the two states to a common resistance in the face of the aggressors and to an 
understanding with Bulgaria. The release of the German attack in Western Europe 
complicated even more Great Britain’s position in the south-east of the continent. 
Although for the time being, London did not consider a Soviet aggression against 
Romania as imminent, yet if this would take place it was difficult to suppose that the 
British will be able to make intercession for Bucharest and France’s downfall prompted 
Great Britain to try a new approach towards the Soviets. On the other hand, Great Britain 
expected Soviet Union to profit from the fact that Hitler was still occupied in Western 
Europe in order to consolidate its position and materialize its special interest towards 
Romania. However, the British government did not consider that Bessarabia’s, northern 
Bukovina’s and the Hertza District’s annexation changed in any way Romania’s 
situation. In any case the guarantees were no longer valid and as long as the Soviets did 
not endanger Romania’s oil resources and inherently, the Romanian oil deliveries for 
Germany, nothing had changed. In the summer of 1940, as Bulgaria and Hungary more 
and more aggressively displayed territorial demands towards Romania, neither then did 
Great Britain’s position sustain significant alterations.     

However, London agreed that it can win the Soviet Union on its side only by 
offering something durable, since, for the moment, Germany was capable of offering 
Moscow much more. Anthony Eden discussed these problems with Great Britain’s Prime 
Minister, Winston Churchill. The two were aware of the fact that, on the whole,           
Soviets victories had settled the Baltic countries’, Bukovina’s and Bessarabia’s issue. In 
any case, at the beginning of 1941, diplomatic contacts between Great Britain and 
Romania had become increasingly rare too. Furthermore, on February 10th 1941, the 
British minister at Bucharest, presented a note to Alexandru Cretzianu whereby informed 
him of his government decision to recall him and to withdraw the diplomatic mission and 
the consulates’ clerks from Romania. The British Legation’s actual departure occurred on 
February 15th 1941, however bilateral contacts continued under the form of personal 
connections, marking a new stage in the two states’ relations.          

 
 
Mioara ANTON, The illusion of the legitimate frontier. Romanian plans for post-

war organization, 1940-1944  
At the end of the 1930s, Germany’s drive for ‘living space’ (Lebensraum), and the 

Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact, caused frontier changes in accordance with German-Soviet 
interests in Central-Eastern Europe. As a result of this agreement, in the summer of the 
1940, Romania lost her frontiers in the East, West and South, being forced to accept the 
Soviet notes (June) and the German-Italian arbitration in Vienna (August). The German 
attack on the Soviet Union, in June 1941, allowed Romania to regain her Eastern frontier 
and re-establish it on the river Dniester. In the context of German war operations, 
Transnistria became a very sensitive issue for the Romanian government, who did not 
accept this territory as compensation for the loss of Transylvania. From a Romanian point 
of view, the main purpose was to obtain only those territories which were lost in 1940. 
But in the realities of the end of the second world war, the idea of legitimate frontiers 
proved to be for the Romanian government a very difficult aim, and almost impossible to 
achieve. 

 



Cosmin POPA, The Political Regimes and Ideological Frontiers of Eastern Europe 
during the Council of Foreign Ministers Meetings (1945-1947)   

The end of  the World War II brought on the agenda of the four victorious powers 
many political issues, much more difficult to solve than it was to win the war. Once 
vanished the reason of the war time alliance, different views and interests of each and 
every one of the four emerged, thus affecting their co-operation. At the end of the war, 
Soviet Union directed her military and political efforts towards the enlargement of her 
boundaries,  conducting her actions in order to gain control over as much territory as 
possible, in Eastern Europe and Far East, as a guarantee for a better stand in the future(a 
future war against the West). Stalin was convinced that he could gain major concessions, 
exploiting the differences which existed between Great Britain and United States, thus 
bringing Soviet Union closer to her strategic objectives.                      

 

INTELLECTUAL HISTORY OF COMMUNISM 
Cristian VASILE, The Biographies of the „cultural dictators“: Iosif Chişinevschi, 

Leonte Răutu, and Dumitru Popescu. Sources and prejudices 
Usually, the biography as a genre was disregarded by the Romanian authors, 

either historians, or literary critics. Mircea Mihaieş – one of the leading Romanian writers 
– launched in 2008 a debate noticing this neglect in the case of the novelists’ biographies. 
But the same lack of academic books is a reality when one referring to scientific works 
covering the lives of „cultural dictators“, communist chief ideologists, and party 
theoreticians.  

The paper examines the case of three communist ideologues – Iosif Chişinevschi, 
Leonte Răutu, and Dumitru Popescu – trying both to identify what obstacles had lain in 
the path of their biographers and to find out the appropriate methods, historical sources, 
and ways of avoiding bias, stereotypes, and prejudices while attempting to write their 
political biographies. Probably, the most dangerous prejudice is the one perpetuated by 
nationalistic authors suggesting that „the guilt“ of the „cultural dictators“ should be 
extended to an entire ethnic community.  

 
Novák Csaba ZOLTÁN, „Face to face”. The meeting of the party leadership with 

the Magyar intellectuals from Romania  
Since 1965 the new Communist party leadership, headed by Nicolae Ceausescu, 

showed itself keener on the national question as compared with the last ruling years under 
the leadership of Gheorghiu-Dej. In order to regain the trust of the national minorities, in 
1965 a commission working within the Central Committee of the Romanian Communist 
Party came into being and was assigned to deal with the nationalities question. Moreover, 
in June 28, 1968, following the model of the meetings already initiated with the 
intellectuals, a summit between the supreme leadership of the party and the Magyar 
intellectual elites from Romania was settled. The Communist leaders had to confront now 
directly with the most sensitive matters of the Magyar communities in Romania: the 
instruction in mother language, the juridical status and the cultural life. Despite the fact 
that several requests were negatively answered, some concrete results may be counted: a 
TV program in Hungarian and the coming into being of some newspapers, magazines and 
a publishing house for the minorities, namely the Kriterion Publishing House.            



 
 
Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Mihai Botez, the Solitary dissident 
Vladimir Tismaneanu examines the main political and intellectual contributions of 

former dissident mathematician and futurologist Mihai Botez (1940-1995). In the 1970s 
and 80s, Botez strove to coalesce collective protest actions against Ceauşescu’s erratic 
policies. Tismaneanu explains the causes of Botez’s failure to attain this goal. Fully 
aware of the oppositional developments in other East-Central European countries, 
Romanian communist leaders and their instrument, the Securitate, were adamant in 
preventing any collective critical endeavor. Botez was forced to leave Romania in 1987, 
stayed in the United States, and after 1992 served as Romania’s ambassador first to the 
United Nations and then to Washington D.C. Drawing from personal encounters, 
collaborative projects, and unpublished personal in-depth interviews with Botez, 
Tismaneanu provides an insightfully enriching evaluation of the late thinker’s views on 
Marxism, Communism, the crisis of the Ceauşescu regime and its strategies to thwart 
collective dissent and opposition.  

 
Mihai BOTEZ, The Decline of Marxism and the Crisis of Communism 
Mihai Botez published his review-essay on Vladimir Tismaneanu’s book The Crisis 

of Marxist Ideology in Eastern Europe: The Poverty of Utopia (New York and London, 
Routledge, 1988) in the émigré journal Agora in 1988. He put forward a series of 
provocative hypotheses regarding the decline of Marxism as a legitimizing force in 
Ceauşescu’s Romania. In fact, argued Botez, original Marxism had become a relatively 
marginal and potentially subversive doctrine. This happened as a consequence of the 
regime’s appropriation of nationalist, ethnocentric themes, motifs, and symbols. In 
agreement with Hungarian dissident philosophers Agnes Heller and Ferenc Feher, Mihai 
Botez emphasized Tismaneanu’s creative understanding of the role of revisionist 
Marxism in the self-destruction of communist regimes.  

 
MISCELLANEA 

      Puiu Dumitru BORDEIU, The Legionary Movement and the Vienna 
Dictate(1940) 

Within the framework of major threats emerging against Romania's territorial 
integrity in the summer of 1940, culminating with the Vienna Dictate, the pattern of 
relationships between the political regime led by King Charles II and the members of the 
Iron Guard Movement took a sinnous course. The Iron Guard's endeavours, meant to 
preclude Northern Transylvania's locs and subsequently to administer the enforcing of 
Dictate's provisions failed. 

The Movement attempted to assume a „historic mission” which far transgressed 
its own resources. Its efforts, in this line of action, did not rely a significant inner political 
and social support while the interests of the Axis powers - Germany and Italy - were 
unpropitious. 
 

Petre OTU, The Romanian Military perceptions on the second front ( 1943-1944) 
The study focuses on the way the Romanian military thought during 1943-1944 

analyzed the prospects of the opening of a second front in Europe by the western allies of 



the United Nations. This issue rose at the top of the activities of the military bodies, 
especially the Ministry of National Defense and the General Staff, after the battle of 
Stalingrad (November 19, 1942 – February 2, 1943), which ended in a serious defeat for 
the German army and its allies, including Romania. Another event which stimulated the 
preoccupations in this direction consisted in the elimination of the German and Italian 
troops from Northern Africa by the British and American forces at the end of May 1943. 
From that moment on, the US and Britain intensified the preparations for the assault of 
Europe, the place where the fate of war was to be decided. This issue was vital for 
Romania, as the entire political spectrum in Bucharest reached the conclusion that 
Germany lost the war after the defeat on Volga. 

Consequently, the Ministry of Defense, the General Staff and other headquarters 
and military institutions carefully monitored the general progress of the war and the 
developments in various theaters of operations in the attempt of determining the 
intentions of the British-American command concerning the opening of the second front. 
In order to achieve this, various scenarios, informative syntheses and documentary 
studies have been elaborated, which analyzed the possible variants of landing – the Finish 
and Norwegian coastlines, the French coastlines, the Iberian Peninsula, Italy and the 
Balkans. The latter enjoyed a privileged place in all these scenarios, as they started from 
two premises – the experience of the First World War and the desire of the Romanian 
public opinion that the turning of weapons to benefit from the presence and military 
support of the US and Britain. 

Both premises did not materialize, leading to an especially difficult situation for 
Romania in the summer of 1944. In spite of this situation, the analyses and studies 
elaborated during this period remain an important source in the study of this dramatic 
episode in Romania’s participation in the Second World War. 
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Cristian VASILE, Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, The 1956 Tour in Paris  of the 

National Theatre: Foreign Relations Section, Diaspora and Romanian-French Cultural 
Relations        

After 1953 in the context of the cultural “thaw” the intellectual life seemed 
dominated by the so called Spirit of Geneva; during this period of relaxation Romania 
joined the United Nations Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization (UNESCO). 
After evident cases of cooperation during the Cold War such as the Geneva conferences 
of 1953 and 1954, the Romanian authorities were somehow forced to adopt addresses 
towards Western world preeminently attractive rather than threatening; it allowed the 
idea of concession and compromise between East and West. The policy makers’ were 
compelled to temporarily abandon their minds which were shaped by a dichotomic view 
and to conceive a new cultural strategy towards the West.  

The Romanian communists have had to rethink their (cultural) policies 
concerning the Western Europe and to consider a soft cultural openness. The cultural 
strategists were aware of the cardinal importance of the normalization of cultural 
relations with France. Probably a clarification in the policies of External Relations 
Section/Agitprop occurred at the beginning of 1956 while accepting on behalf of the 
National Theater in Bucharest the invitation to join the International Festival of Drama 



(also as a hope in the possibilities of negotiation with France and with some 
representatives of the Romanian émigrés in France; nevertheless, the capitalist countries 
and the Romanian political refugees in the West remained the enemies). In the summer of 
1956 took place an event which had many implications. For the first time after two 
decades the Romanian National Theater accomplished a tour in Paris. Two plays were 
presented: A Lost Letter, directed by Sică Alexandrescu, and The Last Hour, directed by 
Moni Ghelerter. In fact, the two directors cast the most prominent actors and actresses of 
the Romanian drama in the 1950s such as: Marietta Sadova, Ion Manolescu, Maria 
Filotti, Radu Beligan, who had also important artistic connections, peers or relatives in 
French capital. The communist power attached one important ideological supervisor of 
the delegation – Pavel Câmpeanu, instructor and later head of sector within External 
Relations Section of the Central Committee, and subordinate of the “eternal comrade” 
Ghizela Vass. Probably Pavel Câmpeanu is better known as Felipe Garcia Casals because 
in the 1980s he published under this pseudonym an interesting book, The Syncretic 
Society, with a foreword by Alfred G. Mayer, which was the work of a neo-Marxist and 
dissident sociologist in contrast with 1950s apparatchik. Pavel Câmpeanu played the 
most important part in this ideological choreography of the Paris Tour. On July 23, 1956 
at the end of the journey Pavel Câmpeanu drew up a document: “Information concerning 
some problems with regard to the Romanian National Theater tour in Paris (June-July 
1956)”, which proved that he watched directly the 1950s strategies of control, infiltration 
and instrumentalization of the Romanian exile community.  

 
Gavin BOWD, Une amitié finissante: le Parti communiste français et la Roumanie en 

1986 (A Coming to an End Friendship: French Communist Party and Romania in 1986) 
The relationships between French communists and their Romanian peers do not 

represent a good and moving example of traditional and famous „French–Romanian 
Friendship“. In spite of the old connections between PCF and RCP establish during 
Spanish Civil War and then during Nazi Occupation of France (Valter Roman, Boris 
Holban, Mihail Florescu, and Gheorghe Vasilichi – are few examples), these relations 
became tense beginning with the end of 1950s. The nationalistic turn adopted by the 
RCP, the independent, anti-Soviet trend, favorable to Mao’s China, and the improvement 
of bilateral relations with general de Gaulle’s France, all these elements antagonized PCF 
– the most pro-Soviet Western communist party – and Romanian communist leadership. 
Nevertheless, PCF did not break the relations with RCP until 1989: there were visits, 
research bilateral exchanges, meetings, and other reunions attended by various leaders, 
and vacations at the Black Sea seaside. The document published below offers a 
assessment on bilateral relations at the end of the „really existing Socialism“.  
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CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EAST EUROPEAN FRONTIERS DURING THE 
FIRST HALF OF XXTH CENTURY 

 
Cosmin POPA, The Correlation between Borders and Revolution during the early 

stage of Soviet Doctrine 



Discussion about borders in communism was from the very beginning related to 
the essence of new-type proletarian state. The debates within the Bolshevik party stopped 
at the Tenth Party’ Congress in 1921, which marked the beggining of the New Economic 
Policy, focused on defining the new revolutionary context, the basics of revolutionary 
practice of the dictature of the proletariat, revolutionary war, the alliance with the 
peasantry and the world revolution. Instruments, and the various phases of the 
revolutionary process and after 1917 have remained a central role in speeches, articles 
and works Bolshevik leaders, but the old considerations were added and the ongoing 
reflection on the events, which seemed unspecific for the theoretical schemes of the 
emigration’s period. 

The main theoretical innovation of communism in power, in the border issue, 
according to Lenin, was to transform the territory issue in a secondary matter. The 
revolution became the main argument in expanding the borders of the communist state. 
Thus, the borders of the Bolshevik state became one with the territory on which to extend 
the revolution. 

Keywords: Russian Revolution, Leninism, Frontiers.  
 

 
Florin ANGHEL, Wan Light of Lithuania in Bucharest: The Sources of a non 

declared Divorce (1918- 1926)  
The interwar Romanian diplomacy had missed almost all instruments of analysis and 

verification of information and expertise offered by the allied capitals in terms of major 
European geopolitical spaces. In the '30s and '40s of the twentieth century, but even later 
on, the North - with the Scandinavian countries - and the North-East - with the three 
Baltic republics that became independent in 1918 - were not the major concern for the 
objectives and strategies of Bucharest. Usually, Paris and Warsaw offered not only their 
full reports on the internal policies of these spaces (which they of course interpreted in 
the light of their own interests) but especially they showed inflexible attitudes and 
directions, unequivocally, with respect to the regional policy solutions.  And often France 
and Poland had insisted that Romania subordinates its Scandinavian and Baltic weak 
contacts to a regional complex, aiming to the relationships with / towards Germany and 
/or Soviet Russia / USSR.   

Romanian Foreign Ministers, quite precarious in competences of North and North-
Eastern Europe geopolitical spaces, subordinated themselves, with some limited reserves, 
to the majority of French and/or Polish projects or to those inspired by the so-called 
policy of “collective security”.  

The very limited observations that the Romanian diplomacy had used whenever it 
was about its relationship with Lithuania were due to the lack of first-source information, 
the lack of imagination in the configuration of normal political and diplomatic relations, 
to the full ascendant of the Polish diplomacy with respect to the Romanian interests in the 
North and North-eastern Europe and, last but not least, to the the comfortable feeling of 
doing not much on one’s own will. The authorities from Bucharest chose to consider the 
Baltic region as a marginal one in terms of interest and direction of action and, therefore, 
they have canceled all strategies, objectives and own means. Only in the late 30’s, when 
it was becoming obvious that there were deep connections and information on the 
belonging to the same geopolitical space claimed by Hitler's Germany and Stalin's Soviet 



Union, timid efforts of collaboration and mutual support were initiated. Any glimmer of 
hope was brutally destroyed in June 1940, with the annexation of Lithuania, Latvia, 
Estonia, Bessarabia, Northern Bukovina and the Herta region to USSR. 

Keywords: Diplomacy, Foreign Policy, Bilateral Relations 
 
Daniel CITIRIGĂ, Romanian Diplomacy between National State and Federal 

Central-European Projects (1922-1938) 
Perceptions of the Romanian diplomacy on federal projects were influenced 

almost exclusively by the interests of Bucharest to maintain the statu-quo and the 
settlements of Treaties of Peace (1919-1920). From this perspective it is noted that 
favorable perceptions of federalism in Central Europe are practically equivalent to 
favorable perceptions of geopolitical resetting after the First World War. From our point 
of view there are two decisive factors on which the Romanian diplomacy approach to 
supporting federalism and strategic relations with allies federal states: the first would be 
the need to maintain borders and the second, the relationship with France, which meant 
development regional security concept, based on the principles of the League of Nations 
Covenant. In this context, it is mandatory to mention the negative perception against 
plans that would undermine federalism and sovereignty from the USSR, Eastern 
neighbor, who became a federation since 1922 and that Romania had a series of political 
disputes related to the union of Bessarabia, the state treasury, the subversive movement 
funded by the Comintern. 

Keywords: Federalism, Regional Security, Romanian Foreign Policy 
 
Alexandru-Murad MIRONOV, The Failure of the Project of a Non-Aggression 

Treaty between Romania and the USSR, 1930-1932  
At the end of the third decade of the XXth century, Romanian foreign policy 

continued to reject from any sort of cooperation with its Eastern neighbor. The rise of 
German nationalism and the incoming Hitler regime broke the Polish-Romanian alliance 
against the Soviet Union. Meantime, the Government in Warsaw tried to established 
better political and economical relations with Moscow. This was done despite the treaty 
between Romania and Poland, which imposed bilateral consultations in case of future 
developments of the foreign policy concerning East, and with France putting strong 
pressure on Bucharest in order to accept the Soviet proposals. This project emphasized 
the Bessarabia question as a unsolved problem between the two countries, which was 
totally against the last decade path of the Romanian diplomacy. Fearing international 
isolation, the National-Peasant Government led by Alexandru Vaida-Voevod almost 
accepted the de facto situation. At that point, the former and future-to-be Foreign 
Minister Nicolae Titulescu threatened the Prime Minister with resignation from his 
diplomatic duty in Geneva, if Soviet project passed. The Government resigned and 
Nicolae Titulescu become Foreign Minister of Romania. He immediately blocked all 
negotiations of a non-aggression treaty with the USSR, without recognition of the Union 
of Bessarabia. 

Keywords: Romanian Diplomacy, Soviet-Romanian Relations, Regional Policy 
 



Radu TUDORANCEA, Ethnic Minorities during Interwar Period: From National 
Policies to Compulsory Exchange of Population and Massive Voluntary Migration in 
South-East Europe 

The present paper focuses on the way in which various entities (states, but also 
international organizations-namely League of Nations) have dealt with sensitive issues 
such as the rights of minorities or religious freedom, during the interwar decades, in a 
specific area, namely South-East Europe. Significant steps were taken, in this direction, 
after the end of Word War I, by the states of the above mentioned area, although, in many 
cases, they tended to eludate various legislative provisions or international obligations, by 
restricting some rights, or by adopting measures designed to control the existing schools 
and cultural organisations of the ethnic minorities and so on. Other solutions were taken 
into considerations, such as the compulsory exchange of population, and also massive 
(,,in corpore”) migration. At the international level, the League of Nations placed, for the 
first time,  the minorities rigths under international protection. Moreover, it has even 
taken firm steps towards solving potential complaints regarding minorities issues, by 
establishing a mechanism for dealing with/solving these petitions.  

Keywords: Minorities, Exchange of Populations, Frontiers 
 
Silviu MILOIU, The Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact and Finland: Political, Territorial 

and Demographic Consequences 
This article aims at re-evaluating in the light of recent archival findings and novel 

historiographic interpretations the consequences of the Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact – seven 
decades after its signature – on one of the most seriously affected states by the compromise 
between the two totalitarian states, Finland.  The article approaches Helsinki’s choices and 
politics in this respect from the perspective of Finnish meaning of space and definition of 
spirituality which, once anchored in public conscience, will play a fundamental role 
during the interwar and Winter War (Talvisota) period. One of the conclusions of this 
work is that by their political, territorial and demographic consequences, the Soviet 
politics with regard to Finland are an example of consequences running contrary to the 
initial intentions and expectations of a Great Power that gives the impulses in the 
international relations. Instead of getting extra-security in the Eastern Baltic, the result 
was the eventual joining of the Finnish Army to the Wehrmacht attack against Soviet 
Union. The undesirable result of Russian politics in the nineteenth century, the Finnish 
concept of space has played an important role in the resistance of the Finnish nation when 
confronting the Soviet political and territorial claims. 

Keywords: Finland and Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact, Soviet-Finnish War, Second 
World War 

 
Simion GHEORGHIU, Trotsky’s Considerations on the Molotov-Ribbentrop Pact  

Within the current study we are presenting Lev Trotsky’s opinions regarding the 
Molotov–Ribbentrop Pact from the 23rd of August 1939 and its place in the Soviet 
Union’s foreign policy. 

His comments concerning the conclusion of the understanding between Nazis and 
Communists have been focused on 3 main directions: 1) Link between the nature of the 
Soviet State and the Pact; 2) Significance of the Pact from the Soviet Union perspective; 
3) Influence of the Pact on the international situation. 



Trotsky’s texts are taking us to the following conclusions: a) He anticipated even 
since 1937 the possibility of an agreement between Stalin and Hitler; b) The Molotov–
Ribbentrop Pact didn’t alter the labor essence of the Soviet State; c) He didn’t condemn 
the Pact because it avoided the engaging of the Soviet Union into the War; d) Without 
knowing the Secret Additional Protocol, he realized that the Baltic States, Poland and 
Romania will be the victims of the Understanding between Berlin and Moscow. 

Keywords: Soviet-German Relations; Ribbentrop-Molotov Pact; Lev Trotsky 
 
Mioara ANTON, Behind closed doors: the issue concerning the Romanian claim on 

the Yugoslav Banat (April 1941) 
At the end of the First World War, the loss of the Serbian part of the Banat region 

was considered by the Romanian government as a “diplomatic defeat”. The question of 
the Western frontier arose again on the diplomatic agenda in April 1941. The coup d’etat 
in Yugoslavia re-opened very sensitive concerning of the Serbian Banat and the 
Romanian groups of populations situated south of the Danube. In the event of massive 
frontier changes in the Balkans, the Romanian government thought that Romania could 
be one of the beneficiaries of these new territorial arrangements. But the German plans 
did not include any extension of Romanian frontiers to the South. Once again, the Banat 
issue remained unsettled and foreign minister Mihai Antonescu could only hope that it 
would be re-opened in the event of a German victory. The end of the Second World War 
eliminated these hopes and Bucharest’s diplomacy then focussed its efforts on recovering 
the lost territory of Transylvania. 

Keywords: Balkans, Romanian Frontiers, Banat 

HISTORY OF ROMANIAN COMMUNISM 
 

Cristina DIAC, PCdR and the Third Congress of Communist International. 
Informations from ,,Pătrăşcanu Inquiry”  

One of the most important issues of Romanian Communist Party’s history during 
World War II – communication link between local leaders and Comintern – is still in 
argue. Archive’s documents and literature seems to conclude that traditional relation 
distroid at the begining of 1941’s May was renewed only three years later, in the autumn 
of 1944. Documents from soviet archives shows a lot of detalis about one unsuccessful 
attempt, made by soviet part in 1943, to establish new communicatios chanell with 
romanian communists. But romanian archives are in condition to prove a earlier 
successful attempt: in autumn of 1942 or in spring of 1943, two emissaries sent by 
Moscow arrived in Bucharest and remited a message to party leader, Ştefan Foriş.  

Keywords: Komintern, Romanian Communist Party, Moscow’s Channel 
 

 
Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Suicides within the Top Communist Nomenklatura: The 

Case of Mirel Costea  
The history of suicides within Communist movement is a fascinating topic. 

During my presentation on Communism as political religion delivered in June 2010 at the 
Institute for the Investigation of the Crimes of Communism and the Memory of 
Romanian Exile I mentioned Nikolai Bukharin’s worshipping letter to Stalin (December 



1937). The letter showed a mystical devotion to communist ideology which pushed the 
Old Bolshevik Bukharin to prostration towards Stalin who had engineered his downfall 
and inevitable execution. How does one explain this mental and moral self-debasement?  

Following my lecture a friend drew my attention to the similarities between 
Bukharin’s letter and Mirel Costea’s last writings. Born in 1907, Mirel Costea (Natan 
Zeider) was a Jewish Romanian communist militant, head of the Section of Party Cadres 
Control in the late 1940s and early 1950s. Costea committed suicide in June 1951 after 
his brother-in-law Emil Calmanovici was arrested as a traitor, being accused of 
complicity with Lucreţiu Pătrăşcanu. Urged by my friend I decided to publish and 
comment Costea’s letters to his deputy, Alexandru Rogojinschi, to his daughters Dana 
and Rodica, and to his wife, Ana. These three letters show a sort of „religious 
commitment“ to the USSR, the Soviet and Romanian Communist Paries and their leaders 
– Joseph Stalin, Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, Ana Pauker, Vasile Luca, and Teohari 
Georgescu. Costea's suicide was also an occasion for political police (the Securitate) and 
top party leadership to monitor the solidarity gestures showed by his friends, especially 
former members of International Brigades and French Resistance, Franc Tireurs et 
Partisans–Main d’Oeuvre Immigrée.  
 Keywords: Romanian Communists, Suicides within Nomenklatura, Mirel Costea 

 
Paul NISTOR, Communist Romania’s Propaganda in USA at the beginning of the 

Cold War (1950) 
   The informing and propaganda activity that the Romanians carried on in 

America  followed a scheme belonging to Soviet traditions (the popularisation of 
communist ideology, the interest for social actions, establishing contact with groups of 
leftist leaning) to which a part of purely Romanian interest was attached (publicity for a 
country that was almost unknown on the American continent, the infiltration of the 
Romanian colony, the blocking of former political elite’s agitation). Within this 
framework, Romania, as any other Eastern state, wanted to present itself as an evolved 
form of real democracy. In 1950, this aspect was also helped by the fact that, at least in 
the Romanian case, white and not black propaganda was preferred and consequently, 
there was a minimum of credibility regarding the information offered by Romanian 
diplomats.  On paper, the strategies and techniques applied by the diplomats belonging to 
the P.R.R Legation, looked very good. Their number and diversity is quite impressing. As 
it has been noted before, the external propaganda, as an indispensable tool of a 
Communist regime, was “much more calculated, with much more subtle subversion” than 
the internal one. Furthermore, we have to bear in mind that people who had never before 
had contacts with the diplomatic milieu, succeeded in establishing links with various 
American groups. Still, these propaganda activities lacked efficiency. Except the 
Legation Bulletin, which was printed in thousands of copies, we cannot state that the 
propaganda through American press, movies or various festivities at the legation 
headquarters had an important impact.  

Keywords: Communist Propaganda; Romanian-American Diplomatic Relations; 
Cold War Politics. 
 

Cezar STANCIU, Romania and the ,,friendly countries”, from apparent unity to 
,,de facto” scission (1957-1960) 



From 1957 to 1960 the Gheorghiu-Dej regime in Romania embarked on a cautious path 
to consolidation. Reducing its vulnerability through accelerated industrial development 
was a key feature in the regime’s optic. Romania’s position in the “socialist camp” 
remained faithful to Moscow’s directives, trying to save the appearances and protect 
itself from Soviet suspicion. Nevertheless, as soon as the developmental policies under 
way in Romania were endangered by the principle of “specialization”, the regime did not 
hesitate in assuming an oppositionist attitude. Debates about the principle of 
“specialization” which took place in 1960 revealed Gheorghiu-Dej’s resistance to outside 
pressure and Romania’s disagreements with other “peoples’ democracies”, like GDR and 
Czechoslovakia. 
 Keywords: Soviet Hegemony, Communist Bloc, Romanian Autonomy 
 

Cristian VASILE, The Crisis of Romanian Literature in the 1950s: Ideological 
Surveillance and Attempts to Challenge the Zhdanovite Canon 

Using a variety of sources – archival materials issued by Agitprop and other ideological 
Departments of the RCP/RWP’s Central Committee, Communist newspapers, propaganda texts, 
diaries, biographies, and works of literary history – the aim of this paper is both to survey the 
main symptoms of the crisis of Romanian literature in the 1950s and to follow the writers’ failure 
to support a revisionist movement within the Communist Party which would be able to generate 
revolts and revolutions such as in Hungary (1956) and Czechoslovakia (1968).  
In the first postwar years – mainly 1946 and 1947 – there were heated debates over the concept of 
crisis (“crisis of culture”). One of the most important poets, Tudor Arghezi has argued 
convincingly that the writers were the first entitled to discuss the problems of literary history, 
including the issues raised by the use of the term crisis of culture. Arghezi denied politicians’ role 
in such debates and, as a consequence, he was the victim of 1948 communist media lynch 
directed by the propaganda Czars Iosif Chişinevschi and Leonte Răutu through their proxy – 
„Scânteia“ editor-in-chief Sorin Toma.  
In 1948 the communist officials violently settled the dispute through censorship. Therefore, the 
term crisis was prohibited; the literature crisis could spread only to the decadent Western Europe 
and United States, as communist propaganda had decided. Moreover, the only style allowed for 
writers was the Socialist Realism (that is the Zhdanovite canon). The first attempts to contest and 
challenge this Soviet method of literature appeared after the death of Stalin. Prominent writer 
such as G. Călinescu published a novel which did not entirely follow the propaganda directives. 
On the other hand, especially in 1956 Alexandru Jar, an interwar communist activist and typically 
Socialist Realist novelist until 1953, denounced the Agitprop intimidation campaign to stifle the 
writers’ freedom of expression. Literary critic and esthetician László Földes, an ethnic Hungarian 
and editor-in-chief of literary magazine „Utunk“, acted in the same way and expressed his 
empathy with the ideas of 1956 Hungarian Revolution. But in 1956 the intellectual community 
was disunited and divided also due to ethnic reasons. Jar was perceived as an old Stalinist writer 
who do not deserve a gesture of solidarity. Moreover, Földes was denounced by his Hungarian 
peers from a rival magazine based in Târgu Mureş, the second cultural center of the Romanian 
Hungarians.  

Keywords: History of Literature; Crisis; Ideological Control.  
 

Florin MÜLLER, Nae Ionescu: Landmarks of the Anti-Democratic Political 
Thought 

In the context of the ideological civil war in the 1930’s Romania, the political 
theories elaborated by Nae Ionescu rejoice a special impact and political visibility. Nae 
Ionescu has been considered a real “conscience leader” by the cultural media of the right-



wing generation, a generation that will later find themselves, under different shapes and 
at different paces, in the ranks of the Legionary Movement. Nae Ionescu is politically, 
morally and intellectually contested with the same virulence by both the rationalist and 
the (extreme) left-wing group (Lucreţiu Pătrăşcanu, but also Tudor Vianu or Mihail 
Ralea); the study elaborates a theory of the political rationality, as a vector of modernity 
and democracy; reading Nae Ionescu’s political texts reveal the radical contestation by 
the philosopher of this configuration, by invoking the lack of legitimacy of the 
democratic political parties by de-legitimizing the philosophies and forms of civilization 
belonging to the democratic modernity. In spite of this, being a modern himself, Nae 
Ionescu does not participate in a straight line to the political and intellectual emergency 
of fascism and totalitarianism.  

Keywords: Nae Ionescu; Interwar Political Thought; Romanian Political Culture.  
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Florin ANGHEL, How to Build a Region: Some Geographies of Central Europe 

at the 1919 Peace Conference  
After World War I entirely Central Eastern Europe political establishment failed 

just because Allies principles victories together with the military, nationalist and 
propagandistic. Wilsonian leadership in 1918-1919 organized main structures of interests 
in the new states between Germany and Soviet Russia. Frontiers - as fundamental acts of 
the peacemakers in 1919 - became so important as it was in the past, part because the 
willing of alls to start as regional power, part in the direction to assure prestige, powerful 
politics between the neighbours and, last but not least, to reasume traditional/historical 
memories of the landscapes.  

From Paris, together from London, it came three main pilons of organize borders 
of the new Central-Europe states: 1. adopting Wilsonian ideatic program (including self-
determination and self-governance of the regions of failed empires); 2. adopting historical 
heritage in the new state establishment, including frontiers (for example, Kresy-Eastern 
Poland); 3. adopting strategic interests of the Great Allies (France, in main): for example, 
annexation of Sudeten region, native German, at the new Czechoslovak Republic). 

Keywords: World War I; First Peace Conference; the Great Powers; Central 
Europe; Self-Determination.  

 
Gavin BOWD, Emmanuel de Martonne and the defense of  Great Romania 
Recently, there has been considerable scholarly interest in the role of French 

geographer Emmanuel de Martonne (1873-1955) at the Versailles Peace Conference of 
1919. After having established his international reputation thanks to works on the 
physical and human geography of Romania, de Martonne placed his knowledge at the 
service of the cause of Greater Romania, which he considered to be a natural ally of 
France. This article looks at the final stage of de Martonne’s long relationship with 
Romania: firstly, as ‘missionary’ for France in post-war Romania, and in particular at the 



University of Cluj, then as a vocal opponent of both Hungarian revisionism and German 
geopolitics. Ironically, some of his Romanian disciples would be attracted by geopolitics 
in the context of the territorial changes before and during the Second World War. The 
article concludes with the eclipse of de Martonne and his disciples after the imposition of 
the Communist dictatorship and the end of Greater Romania. 

Keywords: Emmanuel de Martonne; Great Romania; Geopolitics; International 
Relations; Hungarian Revisionism.  

 
Radu TUDORANCEA, Bucharest Peace Conference and the Balkans’ Frontiers 
This study aims at re-assessing an important moment in the history of the Balkan 

states, namely the Bucharest Peace Conference (1913), which ended the Second Balkan 
War. Without any doubt, the above mentioned event generated significant frontier changes 
in the Balkans, which reshaped the entire map of the region. With the war being over, the 
negociations in Bucharest were, first of all, an expression of the new strategic situation on 
the war fronts, in which Bulgaria was defeated, and its diplomats were trying to limit the 
territorial losses.  

Despite all the diplomatic efforts untertaken by Sofia, at the end of the 
conference Bulgaria was obviously the main loser, while the other Balkan statal entities 
have all (Serbia, Greece and Romania) achieved significant territorial gains, especially 
Serbia. Romania itself became an important power in the area, being perceived as a 
significant political player not only by the Balkan states, but also by the Great Powers.  

Keywords: Frontiers; Balkans; National Projects; Bucharest Peace Conference; 
International Relations.  

 
Daniel CITIRIGĂ, The Central-European federalism in interwar period 
The end of the World War One and the collapse of the Empires challenged the 

policies of new-born states from Central-South East Europe. This fact may be more 
clearly in Central Europe, where frontiers have considerably changed and minorities from 
new states cannot be neglected, neither as number nor significance.  

In this context, the federalist idea was seen as a solution by a part of political elite. 
On one hand, we could observe a kind of  offensive federalism, which aimed to rebuilt a 
sacred territory - as Jagellonian Poland or Saint Stephen Kingdom; on the other hand, a 
kind of defensive federalism, based on maintaining tradition and local values. In this last 
instance, the most obvious examples are the policies promoted by the Slovak People`s 
Party and the Croatian Peasant Party. 

 
Silviu MILOIU, Sovereignity and Self-Determination in International Relations: 

Finland, League of Nations, and the Dispute over the Aland Islands, 1919-20 
This article undertakes an analysis of the historical and juridical argumentation 

brought to the fore by the Finnish experts in the case of the Finnish-Swedish litigation 
regarding the fate of the Åland Islands (1919-1920) and compares it to the position of the 
Aaland Commission of Jurists. The empiric study uses the English language materials 
published in 1919-1920 by Finnish prominent historians and jurists as well as official 
papers elaborated by the Aaland Commission of Jurists. One of the key findings of this 
article is that although the conception regarding the sovereignty and domestic jurisdiction 
was shared in by both the Finnish and international experts, the Commission’s views 



(based mostly on one of its members, Max Huber’s thinking) about the sociological basis 
of the international law as embodied in the concept of „transitional situation” to describe 
the situation of a new state emerging on the international arena generated heated debates 
and a swift reply from the part of Finnish historians and jurists.  

Keywords: Åland Islands; League of Nations; Max Huber; Sovereignty; Self-
Determination; Transition situation.  

 
Mioara ANTON, The postwar planning of Great Britain for a new Central and 

Eastern Europe (1940-1945) 
The territorial issues of Central and Eastern Europe were at the heart of the 

tripartite negotiations. British diplomacy was deeply involved in planning the new 
postwar borders of Central and Eastern Europe. The Foreign Office favored the territorial 
reorganization of this space through the establishment of confederated countries. But the 
British plans were blocked by the opposition of the Soviet Union. The strategic and 
security interests of the Soviet Union were incompatible with the existence of a 
federation in Central and Eastern Europe. The advance of Soviet armies in Central and 
Eastern Europe forced British diplomacy to give up the federal project and to concentrate 
on finding a compromise formula destined to limit the Soviet presence in Great Britain’s 
sphere of interest. At the end of the war, the territorial changes to the map of Central and 
Eastern Europe were determined only by the strategic objectives of the Soviet Union.  

Keywords: Central and Eastern Europe; the Second World War; the Soviet-
British Relations; confederated countries; post war frontiers. 

 
 
Cosmin POPA, The „Polish Question” or How the Plans Overcome the Soviet 

Planning on Borders 
Starting from the beginning of 1944 due to the military success on Eastern front 

the Soviet Union neglected the negotiations with Western Allies regarding the 
recognition of its strategic interests. From the Soviet point of view the military presence 
was more important favoring local arrangements with alternative political structures. The 
advance of the Red Army and the predictable occupation of Poland helped the Kremlin in 
trying to solve the complicated „Polish Question“, especially the problem of Soviet-
Polish borders. Even from 1942 the Soviets consistently undermined the political 
initiatives of the Polish government in London, mainly the attempts to establish a strong 
Polish army.  

Keywords: Polish Question; Soviet Union; Polish-Soviet Relations; Soviet 
Planning regarding Borders; World War II.  

HISTORY OF ROMANIAN COMMUNISM 
 

Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Parents and Children: On predestination, awareness, 
and freedom  

It is not easy to make the difference between the biological family and the 
ideological one. For a son of former communist (or Nazi) ideologues it is very hard to 
talk about his father. But the persistence both in denying the evidence (that is, the crimes 
of communism) and in idealizing the relatives who embodied also totalitarian regimes 



could be describe as ill-fated subjectivity. In this paper the author analyzes the process of 
coming to terms with the totalitarian past through the eyes of the sons/daughters of the 
communist dignitaries involved in USSR and Eastern Europe politics.  

Keywords: Communism; Kinship; Memory; Nomenklatura; Totalitarianism. 
 
Cristian VASILE, Between Political Enrollment and Ideological Thaw: The Fine 

Arts during the 1950s 
In order to impose its cultural program for changing the structure of painters’ and 

sculptors’creative association (UAP), the Propaganda and Agitation Department used 
both the avant-garde and the conservative artists. On the other hand, after 1948 in 
communist newspapers the Party exerted its ideological guidance, that is the spread of 
offences against reputable artists, including Constantin Brancusi, the great Romanian 
sculptor living in Paris.  

The aim of this paper is to closely examine the relationship between Romanian 
artists and the political power, especially the ideological authorities of Agitprop in the 
1950s, using archival documents from the Propaganda and Agitation Department 
preserved at the National Archives. One analysed both the legislative framework on 
visual arts, preeminently in painting and sculpture, and how the Fine Arts funding system 
worked during the Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej regime. The entire network of royalties 
contributed to the obsequiousness of many painters, while the so called „Neo-Byzantine 
Realism” of some historical paintings was repudiated. Those artists who remained 
recalcitrant were purged mainly in 1958.  

Keywords: Fine Arts; Communism; Cultural Policies, Purges of Artists; 
Constantin Brancusi.  

 
Gabriel Stelian MANEA, An image success for Nicolae Ceausescu. The visit of 

president Richard Nixon in Bucharest, in August 1969  
Being consistent in our favorite field study of Romanian-American relations 

during the communist regime, we chose to investigate and highlight – to the extent of our 
modest possibilities – the benefits that Nicolae Ceausescu, particularly, and Romania, in 
general, had from the American President’s visit, Richard Nixon, on 2-3 August 1969. 
We sought to identify the most relevant articles from two prestigious U.S. publications 
Time and New York Times, we tried to exploit two archival documents relating to the 
official talks of the two leaders, but also relating to a further meeting of Ceausescu with 
Leonid Brezhnev and we highlighted some references to this event in a memoir of Henry 
Kissinger. To a certain extent, we used the daily „Scînteia” and the weekly „Lumea”. 
 The visit of President Richard Nixon in Romania, on August 1969, caused very 
much interest in political and diplomatic circles in the media and the general public in 
Romania.  
 The aim of our paper is to demonstrate first that this visit represented a huge 
success for the personal image of Nicolae Ceausescu, as a leader who wanted to assert 
himself in the international arena, but also in the internal legitimacy of the Romanian 
adhesions to the leader’s policies and initiatives from Bucharest. Beyond this gain of 
image – negligible at all – properly speaking, Ceausescu was unable for the moment to 
obtain what he proposed and asked Nixon during official talks, namely an increase in 
trade relations and granting the most favored nation clause.  



 Even during preliminaries of this visit when it was planned in the backstages of 
diplomacy, President Nixon saw this meeting as a modality to teach Soviets a lesson by 
visiting a country and a leader already known for an inappropriate attitude manifested 
towards Moscow’s directives. 
 During the visit, Nixon enjoyed a receipt, attention and treatment that he will not 
soon forget and will not hesitate to remind them at every opportunity. He appreciated the 
warmth, hospitality and even enthusiasm with which he was received not only by 
Romanians, but even by Ceausescu and other leaders from the Romanian top hierarchy. 
 In formal discussions, the central part of the visit, there were approached some 
issues of common interest: bilateral political relations, economic cooperation, relations 
between U.S.A and China and the Vietnam War. The simple raising of these issues by 
Nixon – particularly the last two- confirmed that the image of Ceausescu – as an 
international leader who had personal and firm opinions that deserved to be taken into 
account- was improving. 
 Finally, international echoes of this visit have contributed greatly to shaping the 
image of a Romanian leader with personal and firm opinions who can’t be influenced by 
other major power centers of the communist world, a leader who had a well defined aim 
to achieve in relations with USA. 
 Keywords: Richard Nixon; Romanian-American Relations; Nicolae Ceausescu; 
Cold War; Soviet Union. 

 
Steliu LAMBRU, Reflections on Romanian Prothocronism  
In Ceauşescu’s Romania, Protochronism rised during the 1970s as one of the most 

powerful cultural trend, launched and disseminated by official intellectuals having the 
support of government. Considered a form of idiosyncratic nationalism, protochronism 
was responsible for increasing deterioration of cultural climate and contributed to the 
emergence and consolidation of Ceauşescu’s personality cult.  

On the contrary, this essay intends to explore the Soviet Marxism origins of 
protochronism indicating the main elements of it as constitutive parts of ideology: 
anticipation, prediction, and anteriority.  

Keywords: Prothocronism; Communism; Marxism; Historiography; Cultural 
Policy.  
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CENTRAL AND SOUTH-EAST EUROPEAN FRONTIERS 

DURING THE FIRST HALF OF XX TH CENTURY 

 

Cosmin POPA, The Comintern, annex of the Soviet General Staff  

Established to expand revolution across the world, as affirmed its leaders, the 

Communist International during its entire existence was one unfulfilled promises, a 

predictable failure. Convened in Moscow, while the Petrograd seemed to be occupied by 

white and Finnish troops, the Third International for its initiators was rather an attempt to 

discipline European communist movement rather than a way to realy export the revolution. 

The most important feature of the organization was, for the entire period of its existence, the 

inextricable link ideological, organizational and material, including financial, with PCS (b) 

and the USSR. This has not only made its mark on the structure and organization, but also 

political projects developed by him into dependence on Russian foreign policy taking place 

rapidly in the first years of its existence. 

 

Bogdan Alexandru SCHIPOR, The Locarno Treaties. Consequences on British Policy in 

Europe 

Locarno was probably the most important success of British appeasement in the 

1920s and appeared to have pleased everybody. The French were satisfied that the Germans 

admitted having lost Alsace and Lorraine, the Rhineland remained demilitarized, the Eastern 

European alliances were functional and could continue to exert their dominance on the 

continent. Italy broke out of diplomatic isolation and seemed to regain its place among the 

great world powers. The Germans were now protected against a new seizure of the Ruhr, 

being treated as equals and granted the right to have the situation of their Eastern borders 

revised. In fact, the Western reconciliation of Germany almost compensated for its foreign 

policy in the East. There lay the real problem of Europe that all the great powers denied. This 

attitude is the more obvious in the case of Great Britain, as the Locarno conference turned it 

into Europe‟s referee and granted it once more the leading role of striking the right balance in 

terms of power control on the old continent. Nevertheless, from this position, Great Britain 

refused to guarantee the Germany Eastern borders. Germany was free to do anything it 

desired in the East as long as peace was ensured in the West. This can be seen as a 

reconfirmation and, at the same time, recognition of the fact that Germany had been 

decisively defeated in the West, in the Great War, but that it was triumphant in the East. 

Moreover, guaranteeing the German Western borders and the Rhineland was seen by Great 

Britain only as a moral obligation that would never have to materialize and which could 

paradoxically prevent any military cooperation with France as long as it remained valid. 



Thus Locarno significantly divided the European countries into countries with and 

without guaranteed borders, whereas the Rhineland guarantee exonerated London from any 

obligation in Eastern Europe and excluded British involvement in favor of any Eastern 

European ally of France, much less of any ally of Poland. Moreover, the presence of Moscow 

in both Locarno and the League of Nations was necessary for ensuring the security and 

stability of the Central and Eastern European countries. This is the reason why the British 

diplomacy did not consider the treaties ratified by Poland and Czechoslovakia as tantamount 

to those ratified by the Western nations. In other words, Great Britain was not ready at that 

time and under those circumstances to assume any particular obligation towards the Central 

and Eastern European countries. 

 

Daniel CITIRIGĂ, Federal Temptations: Romanians, Hungarians and Transylvanian 

Autonomy in Interwar  

The End of The First World War brought an absolutely new reality in Central Europe, 

following the collapse of the four Empires: German, Austro-Hungarian, Russian and 

Ottoman. New states sprang on the geopolitical map, but, however, their experience was 

limited to that from the Middle Ages; any other incumbent to statehood has been lost more 

than a century ago. The Empires have been divided into several regions. Some of those 

regions have merged with states that have already enjoyed independence. Taking into 

consideration this context, we must not be surprised thatboth during and after the war, Central 

Europe became the region where the number of federal projects increased. 

Transylvania made no exception, since, in 1918, after a long life under Habsburgs, this 

province was united with Romania. Ideas of federality were not unknown in this region, since 

debates regarding federalization had a long history during the Dual Monarchy. This work 

paper concentrates on two aspects: on the one hand, the Romanian leaders from Transylvania 

agreed to accept provincial autonomy soon after 1918 and, on the other hand, Hungarian 

leaders from Transylvania promoted and maintained the idea of autonomy during the war 

even though their reasons and political targets were different from those of the Romanian 

leaders. 

 
Florin ANGHEL, One relation, two houses: Istanbul and Ankara. The Romanian-Turkish 

diplomacy at the beginning of the alliance (1927-1928)  

The prerequisite, from which the kemalist regional politics in Balkans was projected, 

has had in view the impulsion of the reconciliation and co-operation among the South-Eastern 

European countries. The reasons, extremely rational, in line with the ideal of constructing a 

modern, European and laic state, have significantly contributed to the shaping of an important 

regional power towards the end of the Interbellum, which promoted the concept formulated 

by Atatürk – “Turkey is an element of force and peace within the international family”. 

After a mandatory reevaluation of the past and of the perspectives of the 

bilateral relations, Ankara and Bucharest formulated a sufficiently broaden concept for a long-

term politics in Balkans. 

 

Mioara ANTON, Transylvania in the British post-war planning (1942-1946) 

During the years 1942-1943, Transylvania became the object of many analyses by the 

Foreign Research and Press Service, in which were formulated various scenarios for its post-

war status. Most of them were focused on tracing an ethnic frontier between Romania and 

Hungary along with a population exchange; the partition of Transylvania and the autonomy of 

the Szekely districts linked to Hungary by a special corridor; the creation of a separate 

Transylvanian state as a member of a Danubian union, using the Swiss model; or the 



organization of an autonomous Transylvania as a buffer state between two federations or 

confederations expected to be established in Central and South-Eastern Europe after the war. 

The change in the course of the war forced the Foreign Research and Press Service to 

adapt the Transylvanian question to the strategic and military situation resulting after 1944. 

Consequently, the Soviet Union decided to annul the Vienna Award and restore the Trianon 

frontier. 

 

HISTORY OF ROMANIAN COMMUNISM 

 

Radu TUDORANCEA, The Romanian Communist Elite during the Early 1950’s. American 

unpublished sources 

The present study is focusing on the evaluation of the Romanian Communist elite 

during the early 1950‟s, as seen through the eyes of American informative and diplomatic 

representatives in Bucharest. The architecture of power at the top level of the Romanian 

Workers Party had been carrefully examined by the US Legation in Bucharest, during the late 

1940‟s- and early 1950‟s, with reports and analysis being sent on a regular basis to 

Washington. The period which is being taken into consideration has to do with the 

consolidation of the Communist internal political power within People‟s Republic of 

Romania, associated with violent repression and extreme dogmatism. During the above 

mentioned period, People‟s Republic of Romania and RWP experienced a long and intense 

competition for leadership; these evolutions were marked by confrontation and purges which 

led to the elimination of the Ana Pauker-Vasile Luca-Teohari Georgescu group in 1952 and 

the entrenchment in power of Gheorghe Gheorghiu Dej. The way in which all these 

evolutions have taken place, the key actors involved and the role of Moscow have been 

assesed by various US archival documents, shedding new light into a dark period of the 

Romania‟s past. 

 
Gavin BOWD, Emanuel de Martone and Communist Romania 

This paper examines the fate of the work of eminent French geographer Emmanuel de 

Martonne (1873-1955) under and after the Communist regime in Romania. Initially, de 

Martonne was dismissed as a western imperialist, while some of his pre-war Romanian 

students were sidelined because of their association with „Fascist‟ geopolitics. However, with 

the thaw in relations with the west, particularly France, and the „nationalist‟ turn of the 

Communist regime, de Martonne and his Romanian associates were gradually, if not fully, 

rehabilitated. The head of geography at the University of Cluj, Tiberiu Morariu, would play a 

key role in these developments. The „return‟ of De Martonne to his beloved Romania was 

illustrated by his centenary conference in 1973 and the publication of selected works in 

translation. The fall of Communism restored complete access to his work. However, changes 

in the field of geography have undermined the once central position his work enjoyed. 

 
Paul NISTOR, The Union of Plastic Artists and the ideologizing of art in Romania after 

World War II  

The mechanisms through which art was ideologized in Romania were created 

following Soviet models, but they were applied under the initiative and control of the 

Romanian Communist Party. During the 1950s, not much was preserved of the tradition of 

Romanian art. 

A coherent set of norms, commissions, current practices and organizational entities 

were constituted specifically for directing the entire art towards socialist realism, and for 

changing the perceptions of the artists. As far as large exhibitions were concerned, they 



implied imposed themes, especially with a political and social focus. The works were 

coordinated by the so-called Guidance committees, which rectified the aesthetic deviations 

from the rigid rules of the Communist East. Grand conferences were organized throughout the 

country in order to promote the soviet artistic models, as well as the creative act related to the 

masses, which reflected the “revolutionary”transformations in the country. The magazines 

published reference articles for ideological and artistic guidance. The Union of Plastic Artists, 

the only form of professional association of painters, took over the task of “education” and 

control of the free minds of the artists. Through meetings held with an oppressive precision 

and through setting stereotypical political programs within the U.P.A groups, the ideology 

was connected to art, being assigned the main part. 

The effect of this strategy, which infested the artistic world with the Marxist-Leninist 

doctrine, was especially obvious in the artistic works and events. The exhibitions displayed 

works dedicated to the Romanian Communist Party leaders, to Romanian-Russian friendship, 

to the agrarian and industrial development. But, using the clever “weapon” of art, the images 

of democracy, of the West and of the national bourgeoisie were attacked, all these being made 

guilty of a problematic past, or of a tensed present. Among these display of forces there were 

also transgressions, avoidance of the rules, resistance to the brutal constraints and impositions. 

Through passivity and non-participation the artists avoided getting in line with the 

political ideals of the new regime. Many times the plans for applying the ideology to art 

looked good only on paper, as they confronted an indifferent reality and with the free human 

spirit, which manifested disinterest towards the new aesthetic-political doctrines. 

 
Cristian VASILE, The Amateur Art Movement at the beginning of the Ceauşescu regime, 

1965-1971 

This paper‟s aim is to analyze the various organizational forms which preceded 

national festival „The Singing of Romania“ (Cântarea României), that is choruses, folklore 

groups, trade unions‟ artistic brigades and so on. In the first years of the Ceauşescu regime the 

amateur performing arts were not a political priority for the leadership of Romanian 

Communist Party. The governmental authorities initiated legislative projects supporting 

financially the students‟ and trade unions‟ artistic brigades, and encouraged various contests 

and competitions involving amateur artists. I considered 1968 a turning point for the amateur 

art movement, too, due to various reasons. In the course of the year it is obvious the 

increasing personality cult; moreover, for the first time Ceauşescu was labeling aggressively 

those who opposed socialist system calling them nuts and promising that they will be 

punsihed. On the other hand, in Bucharest numerous students (approx. 2000, according to 

some sources) publicly showed their christian beliefs on Christmas Eve ignoring (or even 

manifested against) the official amateur performing artists‟ program. In the same time, 

especially after 1968 the party and governmental authorities has introduced administrative and 

social structures that encouraged and demanded mass participation within the frame of 

amateur art movement. 

 
Ovidiu BOZGAN, „Top-level” Approaches and „gestures of courtesy” between Romania 

and Vatican during the early years of the Ceausescu regime. 

Après l‟aggiornamento de l‟Eglise catholique réalisé par le Concile Vatican II, le 

lancement de l‟Ostpolitik du Saint-Siège et les premiers accords que celui-ci avaient conclus 

avec différents pays de l‟Est (le tout premier étant celui signé en 1964 avec la Hongrie), la 

prise des contacts entre la Roumanie et le Saint-Siège était inévitable. En effet, des contacts 

avaient eu lieu entre l‟Ambassade roumaine à Rome et la diplomatie pontificale, 

particulièrement de 1966 à 1968. A Agostino Casaroli lui faisait face l‟ambassadeur roumain 

en Italie, Cornel Burtica, futur ministre et pour une période membre de l‟équipe dirigeante de 



Bucarest, dont l‟attitude à l‟égard d‟une amélioration des rapports entre Vatican et la 

Roumanie communiste, était très favorable voire enthousiaste. Cependant, l‟ambassadeur 

roumain et encore plus fort que lui, le Saint- Siège lui-même, allaient constater que les 

responsables de la politique roumaine étaient pour le moins très réservés devant la 

normalisation des rapports avec le Saint-Siège, angoissés par la probable réouverture d‟un 

grave contentieux qui datait des premiers années de la Guerre Froide, spécialement le dossier 

de l‟Eglise gréco-catholique interdite en 1948. La stratégie du Saint-Siège pendant ces 

premières années du régime de Nicolae Ceausescu allait se raffiner au fur et à mesure que les 

discussions avec la partie roumaine s‟avançaient pour que la diplomatie pontificale puisse y 

voir plus clair les limites que Bucarest entendait mettre au dialogue avec le Vatican. Dépasser 

les appréhensions du régime roumain représentait la première tâche du Vatican qui, pour ce 

faire, allait déployer une diplomatie des gestes de bienveillance et de séduction, stratégie 

qu‟en principe devait s‟avérer payante (la restitution de la copie de la Colonne de Trajan, la 

faveur avec laquelle le Saint-Siège était prête à traiter la question du rapatriement de la 

dépouille de l‟évêque gréco-catholique Ioan Inocentiu Micu Klein, mort en exil à Rome en 

1768). Finalement, cette diplomatie à petits gestes a rapporté des résultats tangibles à 

l‟automne 1968, quand un professionnel de la diplomatie pontificale a pu se rendre en 

Roumanie. 

 
Ionuţ BUCUR, One Decade of Literary Rivalry: Eugen Barbu and the Media 

Campaigns of the „Săptămâna“ Magazine, 1970s-1980s 

Eugen Barbu was a complex personality of Romanian literary life, his disposition for 

controversy and pamphlet bringing him into conflict with most of his fellow guild. The huge 

talent he displayed with the publication of the novel „The Pit“ was also put into work in the 

publishing space, Eugen Barbu proving himself as a promoter of a type of journalism that 

reminded of the leaders of the interwar press. Once he joined the editors of „The Week“, 

Eugen Barbu opened the way to a series of large scale media campaigns against his rivals in 

the literary world, drawing a number of dislikes in the Romanian literary sphere. The famous 

notes, pamphlets and polemics generously hosted by „The Week“ magazine have led to the 

magazine‟s fame which was followed with great interest by readers. 

In addition to the conflict Eugen Barbu led against „Literary Romania“ magazine, the 

major scandal which occurred following the reporting of plagiarism in Volume III of Eugen 

Barbu‟s „Incognito“ novel was a new challenge in the writer‟s life, a true turning point. 

Making himself the evidence of the abovementioned plagiarism, Eugen Barbu, giving away 

his desire to emigrate to Spain, chose to remain and continue to fight against his rivals, 

turning the magazine he directed into a stand for scandals, pamphlets, disclosures of private 

life which, wereas enjoyed by the great mass of readers, was detested by his fellow 

intellectuals. 

 
Simion GHEORGHIU, Romania and the War in Afghanistan from the intervention of the 

Red Army till its withdrawal (1979-1989)  

The intervention of the Soviet troops in Afghanistan in December 1979 surprised the 

entire world. It was perceived by the rivals of the Soviet Union as a breach of the balance 

between the two superpowers – USA and USSR, a balance that was based mainly on the 

mutual annihilation capacity. Regarded as such, the Soviet invasion in Afghanistan has 

contributed to an increase of the tensions between East and West. 

Romania wasn‟t isolated from this tensed environment. Since the Czechoslovak Crisis 

in 1968, Ceausescu‟s regime has constantly condemned, however with different intensity, 

dictated by the international context, the interventions of the Superpowers within the internal 

affairs of other states. Therefore, as a matter of principle, Bucharest couldn‟t agree with the 



Soviet action in Afghanistan. Despite the fact that it wasn‟t as vocal as in 1968, the 

disagreement between Bucharest and Moscow concerning the Afghan issue manifested under 

different forms. 

After eight years, Ceausescu‟s position changed radically: from criticism in 1980, yet 

soft but still to comply with the principle of non-interference within the internal affairs, to the 

condemnation – behind the closed doors of the Political Executive Committee – of the 

withdrawal from Afghanistan of the Soviet Army in 1988, seen as a capitulation in front of 

the American “imperialists”. This change in attitude reflected the transition of the Romanian 

leader from the ‟60-‟70‟s position of defying USSR to that of searching the support of the 

Soviet superpower in fighting against the wave of changes that was threatening all the 

Communist regimes in Eastern Europe. 

 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 

Raul DENIZE, The evolution of historiography in FRG (1949-1990): tradition, innovation 

and the quest for normality 

This study presents the evolution of historiography in the Federal Republic of 

Germany between 1949 and 1990. Immediately after the war, the vast majority of German 

historians believed that the country‟s future lay alongside the western democracies. As such, 

one of their main objectives became distancing themselves from their national-socialist past, 

leading important historians to emphasize the European dimension of national-socialism. The 

historical guild (Zunft) became dominated by conservative historians, who limited 

methodological and thematic innovation. Eventually, a series of new historical institutions 

emerged, but only starting with the 60‟s did West-German historiography truly begin to 

follow a new course. The publication of Fritz Fischer‟s 1961 book Griff nach der Weltmacht: 

die Kriegszielpolitik des Kaiserlichen Deutschland, 1914–18 greatly influenced a young 

generation of German historians who adopted a much more critical stance regarding the 

German national past. Later, the 70‟s and 80‟s were characterised by important innovations, 

such as the „historical social science” of the Bielefeld School which revolutionized the study 

of history, as well as the emergence of workshops all around the Federal Republic which 

made history more accessible to a „lay” audience. Women‟s history received a lot of attention 

from renowned historians like Karin Hausen, Heide Wunder, Regina Schulte etc. The 

interaction of history with other social sciences and the ideas of Clifford Geerts, Natalie 

Zemon Davis, Hayden White etc. were well received. Finally, if the late 1980‟s were 

dominated by the famous Historikerstreit and ideas of postnationalism, the Reunification of 

1990 made the nation-state reappear on the agenda and „normality” became the word of the 

hour. 

 
Steliu LAMBRU, History and Theory in Romania, 1960s-1980s 

Marxism in power in East Central Europe meant a significant decrease of 

interpretative vitality, comparing to its match in Western Europe. Suprinsingly, capitalism left 

enough room to all opponent ideas to be discussed unlike the repressive Soviet Marxism 

which did quite the opposite. Having in mind Peter Burke‟s division between historians and 

social theorists, this essay seeks for explanations in order to understand how deep were 

disagreements between the two groups. Furthermore, thinking on theory of history, social 

theorists fulfilled a twofold task: while reflecting on Marxist socio-economic model 

capabilities, they legitimized the regime‟s political and cognitive agenda. 
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HISTORY OF COMMUNISM: POLITICS, SOCIETY, ECONOMY 

 
 

Cosmin POPA, The Exhausted Superpower. The Soviet Union’s Society and Economy (1945-

1953)  

The Soviet victory in the war against Nazi Germany has proved to be the most 

difficult challenge for the system created by Lenin and consolidated by Stalin. Following the 

power vacuum left by the disappearance of the German power and the voluntary withdrawal 

of the West from Central and Eastern Europe, the Soviet Union became, almost automatically, 

the dominant power in the region. Although victorious and having more people under arms 

than all the other Allies combined, the Union was in a state of exhaustion similar to the 

defeated Germany. With its economy decomposed and a dramatic decrease of the active 

population, the Soviet leaders had to cope with a mass current claiming that it was time for a 

historic compromise between the power and the subjects. Stalin's response was to focus 

almost all the country‟s resources towards strengthening the international status, towards the 

modernization of the military power and the restoration of a political control similar to the one 

in the '30s. Contrary to the impression of economic and social dynamics, in post-war Soviet 

Union the effects of the technological gap and the system‟s bureaucratic degeneration were 

already being felt. The Soviet „investment” in its great power status was extremely expensive 

and the outcomes was uncertain outcomes due to the absence of a strategy destined to 

improve the status and the internal modernization. Having entered the nuclear era, the Soviet 

Union was still a country with a predominantly impoverished population, with large areas 

insufficiently absorbed and with an economy efficient only in the controlled statistical 

calculations; in a nutshell, the Soviet Union was a marginal superpower. 

 

Cristina DIAC, The RCP Central Committee in 1945. Group Biography  

The aim of this study is to highlight the extent to which the Romanian Communist 

Party's Central Committee, elected in October 1945, was legitimate and its members 

representative of the type proposed to the Romanian society by politicians of the extreme left. 

Using the group biography method, the study concludes that the „portrait” of the 1945 CC 

members meets the ideological requirements; on the other hand, the profession, the political 

experience and years of imprisonment were strong points of the communist leadership as 

resulted from the 1945 National Conference. 

 

Mioara ANTON, The Propaganda of Enthusiasm. The Public Letters from Volunteer 

Correspondents. 1948-1965 

The public letters from volunteer correspondents published in „Scînteia” during 

Gheorghiu-Dej‟s regime were in complete conformity with the goals of the Communist Party. 

This method, taken from Soviet practice, was fully used in this period to prove the solidarity 

and consensus between the rulers and ruled. According to official propaganda, the volunteer 

correspondents not only made known the achievements of the regime, but at the same time 

were the guardians of the party through their denunciation of enemies of the people who put 

in danger the building of socialism in Romania. The economic crises at the beginning of the 

50‟s forced the regime to adapt the content of these public letters, admitting the lack of goods 



on the market as well as their unsatisfactory quality. Therefore the propaganda apparatus 

fabricated through these public letters a presumed dialogue with society. As the regime 

strengthened its power, these public letters enabled it to shape the type of a new man: 

stakhanovist, at the fore in industry and agriculture, a man both inventor and ideologically 

committed. 

 

Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Who was Petre Borilă? Between Famiglia of Comintern and 

Ceauşescu Family 

Petre Borilă (Iordan Dragan Rusev, 1906-1973) was a hard-core Stalinist, one of the 

most loyal and ardent partisans of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, secretary general of the 

Romanian Workers‟ Party. Like other prominent Romanian communists (Constantin Doncea, 

Mihail Florescu, Valter Roman, Gheorghe Stoica), Borilă fought in the International Brigades 

during the Spanish Civil War. During World War II he worked in Moscow as a Comintern 

apparatchik. Due to the fact that Gh. Gheorghiu Dej did not have any Comintern credentials, 

Petre Borilă became his close associate and a significant actor of the decision making process 

between 1948 and 1965. He accompanied Gheorghiu-Dej at the 20th CPSU Congress in 

February 1956. Between 1952 and 1965 he was a Politburo member. His political decline 

occurred after Nicolae Ceauşescu established his domination within the communist 

leadership, at the Ninth RCP Congress in July 1965. In spite of both families‟ opposition, 

Valentin Ceauşescu, Nicolae‟s and Elena‟s eldest son, married Iordana, Borilă‟s daughter. 

During his last years, Borilă disapproved Nicolae Ceauşescu‟s unprecedented personal 

leadership and personality cult (Borilă sent a memorandum to RCP‟s Central Committee 

expressing his dissatisfaction). However, in Petre Borilă‟s eyes Joseph Stalin remained a hero 

and a political model. 

 

Cristian VASILE, Some Reflections Concerning the Inauguration of the Socialist Romania’s 

History Museum  

The aim of this paper is to shed more light on the representation of the past, bearing in 

mind the idea that especially national history museums and historical monuments are 

illustrative indicators of the (de)radicalization of the communist regime in Romania. 

Especially, in the mid 1960‟s, one could foresee a negotiation process on the rewriting and 

representation of the past (the political power seemed available for listening experts, i.e. 

various historians and museum‟ specialists). In 1965 – after Nicolae Ceauşescu took over the 

leadership of the Romanian Communist Party – the ideological sections of the RCP‟s Central 

Committee gathered archaeologists, architects, art historians, and other experts in order to 

seek a better functioning both for Museums and the Department on the Historical Monuments. 

However, in 1969-70 N. Ceauşescu decided to urge the inauguration of the National Museum 

of History ignoring some specialists‟ reservations concerning the location of the building. For 

still obscure reasons also the Museum‟s title was changed in Socialist Romania’s History 

Museum. 

At the end of the eighth decade N. Ceauşescu has adopted extreme political initiatives. 

Ceauşescu‟s plans for urban and territorial systematization brought the annihilation of the 

Department on the Historical Monuments in 1977. On the other hand, the Socialist Romania‟s 

History Museum has increasingly served Ceauşescu‟s personality cult. 

 

Alina Ilinca, Liviu-Marius Bejenariu, The Denunciation of the Cult of Personality. The 

Case of the „Petrescu – Eremia – Dușa Group” 

 Stalin‟s death prompted the leadership of the Communist Parties to burst a broad 

debate on the cult of personality of the deceased dictator. This study aims to portray the 

discussions of a clandestine group of former militants in the outlaw epoch of the Romanian 



Worker Party. Encouraged by the „new course” promoted by Moscow, the participants to 

these discussions raised some issues related to the economic policy in the Party, to the 

selection and promotion of Party members, to the repression of some party members. The 

group members were sanctioned by the plenary of the Central Committee of the RWP of July 

16-17, 1956. This was one of the episodes of the struggle for power within the Party, which 

ended with the victory of Gheorghiu-Dej, who attained the absolute political authority in the 

Party and State. 

  

Simion GHEORGHIU, The Romanian-American Economic Relations and the Most-

Favored-Nation Clause 

 Based on archival documents, this article illustrates the evolution of the commercial 

relationships between Romania and the United States, by highlighting the facts that have 

determined the gradual deterioration of it, from the granting of the Most-Favored-Nation 

Clause to the unilateral decision of the Communist Regime to give up this Clause. The article 

emphasizes the non-economic aspects of the issue (such us the respect for human rights, the 

respect for the right to emigrate) which triggered the deterioration of the bilateral relationships 

that started so favorably after the visit of Richard Nixon in Romania on 2-3 August 1969. 

The United States used the Clause as an instrument of political influence within the 

relationship with Romania. Throughout the lifetime of this commercial policy, one can 

distinguish two phases: 1) during the Nixon and Ford Administrations the Clause has 

encouraged the distancing of Ceausescu‟s Regime from Moscow; and 2) during the Carter and 

Reagan Administrations when USA used the Clause as a pressure instrument against 

Ceausescu‟s Regime in order to make him respect the human rights. 

The political goals aimed by the United States when using the Clause have been just 

partially achieved: Ceausescu Regime has had to reduce, but only to a limited extent, its 

repressive policy, especially during the discussions held for the renewal of the Clause. 

However, in essence, the Regime remained faithful to the Stalinist model. 

 

 

WAR AND PROPAGANDA 

 
 

Radu TUDORANCEA, The German Occupation in Romania during the First World War: 

Control Mechanisms, Image Vectors  

This study examines the most significant vectors and themes of the German 

propaganda during the First World War occupation of a significant part of Romanian territory, 

from state strategies to the various ways of disseminating information and persuasion: 

proclamations, press advertising and posters. The analysis embraces propaganda mechanisms 

not only as a record of the war itself, but also as a part of an attempt (on behalf of the actors 

involved) to use propaganda as a distinctive instrument, largely exploited in order to shape or 

influence the population‟s perception (and the society as a whole). Of course, none of this 

would have been achieved without the tremendous help and expertise of an impressive 

apparatus of police and intelligence entities, which consistently backed the German 

administration during the occupation of the Romanian territory (1916-1918). 

The study, which draws almost exclusively on comprehensive posters collection, 

archives documents and press periodicals related to the topic, reveals the consistent, rigorous 

and continuous German propaganda activities, in contrast with a certain scarcity and 

inconsistency, on the Romanian side. 

 



Adrian VIȚĂLARU, The Beginnings of Romanian Propaganda in Switzerland. The Activity 

of Nicolae-Petrescu-Commen  

The present study analyses the activity of Nicolae Petrescu-Comnen as the head of the 

Romanian Press Office in Bern, between March and September 1919. During that period he 

led this propaganda mechanism which was under the control of the Romanian delegation at 

the Paris Peace Conference. Nicolae Petrescu-Comnen has initiated a series of press 

campaigns and he has sought to develop the relations he had created in Switzerland between 

1917 and 1918, when, on his own initiative, he published articles and papers legitimating the 

foreign policy assumed by the Romanian government, now exiled in Iaşi. Together with the 

employees of the Press Office (Ghiţă Popp, Iosif Șchiopul, etc), he collaborated with old 

acquaintances, like E. Pittard, M. Muret, but as well with George D. Herron, an American 

figure closely linked to the activists of national movements in Central Europe and the 

Balkans. Due to the fact that he managed to publish favourable information about Romania 

both in Swiss and international press via news agencies in key moments (for instance, the 

Romanian occupation of Hungary), his activity was appreciated by Ionel Brătianu and 

Alexandru Vaida-Voevod. His successes at the Romanian Press Office in Bern consolidated 

his image as „heavy propagandist”, first propelling him in the Romanian political scene and 

then, in diplomacy. 

 

Paul NISTOR, The War of Ideas. Historians and the Propaganda for the Romanian 

Territories  

 The territorial losses from the summer of 1940, the shift in alliances and the 

involvement in the war led to a radical change of propaganda strategies. Historical themes 

(such as the age of the Romanian civilization and the continuity in the lost provinces) were 

the center of the government's propaganda speech in Bucharest. Historians were called to 

support the work of national reconstruction and justify Romania‟s foreign policy. The 

Propaganda Ministry requested by special order the printing and translation of works 

(volumes of studies, monographs, synthesis) to support the Romanian claims. Thus, the main 

objectives were not only to inform the international public opinion but also to obtain a victory 

against the Hungarian media. 

 

 

DEVELOPMENTS IN CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE 
 

 

Bertrand VAYSSIÈRE, Just before the Curtain Falls: Federalists and Eastern Europe on 

the threshold of the Cold War  

The aim of this paper is to analyse the vision that the european federalists had 

regarding Eastern Europe after the Second World War, and how this vision was influenced by 

the rising tension between the United States and the Soviet Union. Imediately after the war, 

the visions that were constructed in the resistance movements or the concentration camps 

were confronted with the reality of the international situation. Europe as a whole was 

extremely weakened, the Western part being under American influence and protection, while 

the Eastern part was dominated by the victorious Soviet Union which was feared but also 

respected for its efforts throughout the war. The formula of „Europe as a Third Force”, which 

was a neutralist one, was unable to withstand the changes brought by the rising tension 

between the two dominant superpowers. The Cold War had a negative influence upon the 

European construction, by shattering all visions and hopes previously developed, just two 

years after the end of the world war. The federalists had to gradually adapt to the new 

realities: they had to abandon their ambition of unifying the entire European continent after 



understanding that the East European countries were under Soviet control and unable to forge 

their own destiny; they had to accept an American aid which only two years before would 

have been seen as an ingerence; they had to abandon the idea of neutralism, claim the benefits 

of the American support and choose, during the critical period of 1947-48, a side in the 

conflict dividing the world, by adopting a latent anticommunist stance. What was most painful 

was that they had to see their vision of an „european” Europe being ruined, and their actions 

limited only to the western part of the continent. 

 

Raul DENIZE, The FRG’s Foreign Policy and the Origins of Neue Ostpolitik 

The aim of this paper is to analyse the various forms which the foreign policy of the 

Federal Republic of Germany took after 1949 and present them in the context of the Cold 

War. During the Adenauer years, the main objective of west-german foreign policy was the 

integration in the western community of democratic states, while the eastern policy was a very 

rigid one. The Soviet Union was seen as a violent state, willing to negociate only when faced 

with the threat of brute force. But begining with the middle of the 60‟s the situation changed, 

and after 1969 it did so dramatically, with the introduction of the Neue Ostpolitik by Willy 

Brandt and Egon Bahr. The origins of the new eastern policy can be traced back to the 

construction of the Berlin Wall in 1961, and it had a major impact on the international arena. 

 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 
 

Valentin SĂNDULESCU, Notes on Right-Wing Extremist in Great Romania: Clarification 

regarding the Doctrinal and Political Practices  

The current research aims at presenting the relationship between two of the most 

important extreme right-wing movements in interwar Romania (The National-Christian 

Defense League, led by A.C. Cuza, and The Legion of the Archangel Michael, founded by 

Corneliu Zelea Codreanu in 1927) by looking at their interactions throughout the late 1920s 

and early 1930s. Thus, the paper is focused on underlining the emerging differences between 

Cuza and Codreanu in terms of doctrine and political practices that consisted of a growing 

radicalization of the Legion, through embracing a more violent, action-oriented and visibly 

fascist agenda. 

Employing a variety of primary and secondary sources, one traces the difficult 

separation process that took place between Codreanu and Cuza‟s movement, a process that 

was still hesitant in 1927 but would develop in a fully-fledged revolt as years went by, and 

reached a political climax in the context of the 1933 elections. The analysis of doctrine 

elements that separated the two movements is combined with a look at the political practices 

that accompanied these developments. The Legion of the Archangel Michael clearly emerged 

as a victor in this competition, becoming the most important extreme right-wing movement in 

interwar Romania, as proven by the outcome of the 1937 elections. 

 

Mihaela STROE, Constantin C. Giurescu under the Investigation of the Revision Committee 

for the University Teaching Staff (1940) 

The regime change after King Carol II‟s abdication brought about a series of 

modifications. Ion Antonescu formed an alliance with the Iron Guard and Romania was 

proclaimed a „national-legionary state”. The main aim of the new regime was a moral change, 

thus managing to rally support from the young intelligentsia, generally dissatisfied with the 

political elite of the time. The educational system was one of the fields affected by the new 

decisions. In its attempt to „purify” the Romanian education system, the new regime enacted 



the law that established a Revision Committee whose purpose was to verify the activity of the 

teaching staff from universities. 

The aim of the article is to focus on a single inquiry, the one which revolves around 

the case of Constantin C. Giurescu. The analysis of these documents offers an opportunity to 

study the evolution of the relationship between former colleagues Petre P. Panaitescu, 

Chairman of the Revision Committee, and Constantin C. Giurescu. It is also relevant to 

observe the „cleansing” process endeavored by the new regime in one of the most prominent 

cases of the time. 

 

Daniel CITIRIGĂ, Romanian Historiographical and Cultural Perception regarding the 

Central Europe 

The way Romanian authors defined the concept of Central Europe has always been 

influenced by the debate of whether they belonged to this area or to the Balkans. Shortly after 

the collapse of the communist regime, subjects regarding concepts and political culture 

reappeared and the Romanian approach came into prominence through its dichotomous and 

antinomic character. While the Poles, Czechs and Hungarians have no doubts regarding their 

belonging to Central Europe, a part of Romanian writers, preoccupied by this topic, not only 

have doubts, but also bring arguments to why they are not a part of it. In this context it is easy 

to identify in the trends from the former Habsburg Empire a trace of personal vanity, in 

contrast to the „Balkanism” of the Old Kingdom. 

 

 

SOURCES 

 
 

Simion GHEORGHIU, „We Have no Right to Allow any Breach of our Unity”. Choosing 

the General Secretary of the CC of CPSU in March 11, 1985 

 

The transcript of the Politburo of the Central Committee of the CPSU on March 11, 

1985 which preceded the Central Committee Plenary held on the same day, clarifies the issue 

regarding Mikhail S. Gorbachev‟s candidature for the position of Secretary General. 

According to the transcript, the first to take the floor – after the short informing about the 

medical findings concerning the causes of death of Konstantin U. Chernenko made by the 

Health Minister, Evgeny I. Chazov – was Andrei A. Gromyko, who proposed M.S. 

Gorbachev‟s candidature for the position of Secretary General. By highlighting the main 

qualities that recommended him for this position, Gromyko said that the Politburo must 

demonstrate a complete unity, so as not to offer the world „the possibility to discover the 

smallest crack in our relationship”. The other speakers did no more than to express their 

agreement with A.A. Gromyko‟s proposal. 
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Mihai Marian OLTEANU, The socialist reconstruction of Bucharest (1948-1952)  

The aim of this article is to analyse the impact of the political decision making 

regarding urban planning, together with the development of the city of Bucharest at the 



beginning of the communist regime. The economical and political transformations 

characteristic of the post-war period have created the premises for a transition from the inter-

war urban planning to a new concept of reconstruction. The aforementioned concept was 

under a powerful ideological influence; it was set to build the „new socialist city”, in contrast 

to the old, „bourgeois” socio-political theories and practices. Consequently, between 1948 and 

1952, the Romanian communist regime set the foundation of a centralised and politicised 

institutional system. A new administrative apparatus subdued to the interest of the new 

political system was thus created. This has marked the debut of the wielding of a strong 

political control over decision-making, thus opening a path towards certain urban 

transfigurations. The state governed over the phases of the building processes, from sketch to 

implementation, by regulating the investments and funding projects through annual and five-

year plans. This reconsideration of urban systematisation allowed the state to develop new 

projects and programs both in the architectural and urban areas. 

 

Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, National Stalinism Charter: RWP’s Declaration of April 1964  

The Declaration of April 1964 is known as a document that epitomized Gheorghe 

Gheorghiu-Dej‟s policy of autonomy from Kremlin. At the same time, it provided the 

theoretical foundation for the foreign policy initiatives pursued by Dej's successor, Nicolae 

Ceauşescu. Although N. Ceauşescu avoided mentioning the Declaration in his post-1965, he 

remained faithful to its principles. In fact, Ceauşescu‟s international stances were the direct 

continuation the political line spelled out in the Declaration. 

The Declaration proclaimed that all communist parties were equal within the 

international communist movement, that patronizing attitudes need to be rejected, and that all 

communist parties were free to choose their own path toward communism. Gheorghiu-Dej did 

not live long enough to see the outcomes of the major shift represented by the Declaration of 

April. Later, N. Ceauşescu turned Gheorghiu-Dej‟s embryonic ethnic nationalism into 

increasingly chauvinistic policies. This synthesis of Leninist dogmas (first and foremost the 

leading role of the communist party) and resurgent far-right themes and motifs resulted in a 

national Stalinist experiment. Only apparently forgotten, the Declaration was in fact 

Ceauşescu‟s national Stalinist Charter. 

 

Mioara ANTON, Between consensus and dissent. Society and communist power. 1965-1970  

The first years of Ceausescu‟s regime were a period of transition and rehabilitation 

both at the level of discourse and the practice of power in connection with society. From the 

perspective of the letters to power, the criticisms by those who were discontented were aimed 

more at the abuses of the party bureaucracy or state functionaries than the leader of the party. 

The Romanian society oscillated between consensus and dissent. On one hand, there was 

expressed adhesion to the projects of the regime, and, on the other hand, the same society 

criticized political or economic measures perceived as an intrusion into its privacy. Duplicity 

was equally a way of finding consensus and escape. The consensus lasted as long as the 

political power fulfilled its promises to society (access to goods, supply of food, rising 

salaries, access to information). In time, with the deterioration of living conditions and 

ideological pressures, the void left by the loss of popular support was filled by a repressive 

apparatus whose role was to maintain a state of fear and control the disappointments of the 

population. 

 

Cristian VASILE, Between Socialist Realism, Socialist Humanism, and National Stalinism: 

Romanian Literature under the impact of ideological factors in the 1960s  

The aim of this study is to shed more light on a period which marks the transition 



toward National Stalinism. Mainly after 1963, in communist Romania is visible a relaxation 

of cultural politics, although the party leadership maintained Socialist Realism as mandatory 

style of arts and literature. Such cultural liberalization occurred simultaneously with the 

Declaration of April 1964 of the Romanian Workers‟ Party, announcing political 

emancipation from the USSR. The Declaration was considered recently by some historians as 

a true Charter of Romanian National Stalinism. 

However, regarding the history of Romanian Literature relationship with ideology one 

can notice a transitional period. The communist control over literature was subtler in 

comparison with the 1950s while N. Ceauşescu, the 1965 newly appointed secretary general 

of the communist party, renounced to invoke Socialist Realism. He changed it with Socialist 

Humanism, a doctrine which allowed the existence of „various artistic styles and methods“. 

However, the censorship was reset especially after 1968, targeting primarily literary and 

student magazines. Step-by-step the Humanist Socialism was redefined in a censorial way. In 

1968, according to more historical sources, intellectuals and ethnic minorities were perceived 

as main threats for the regime. In order to detect the revival of National Stalinism I examined 

the inconsistency of the breakup with 1950s Romanian Stalinism, abusive political methods 

against literary life, and the Romanian–Hungarian cultural relations. 

 

Vlad PAȘCA, Building the socialist economy’s motor. The planned electrification of 

Romania during 1965-1975 

This article describes one of Romanian Communist Party‟s most ambitious programs 

of infrastructure development along with its implementation in the context of a command 

economy. Being demanded both ideologically and economically, the value of the electric 

power as a symbol became greater with Romania‟s communist leadership pursuing the 

industrial development of the country and trying to secure its energetic independence. 

Through large amounts of expensive investments, between 1965-1975 Romania‟s annual 

electric power production had increased threefold in ten years, although the power potential 

had never reached plan targets. However great this achievement was, renewable sources of 

energy continued to play a small part and electric power management vulnerabilities were far 

from being removed. Archival research shows who among the political leaders were involved 

in the planning and carrying out of energy policies during an era of sustained macro-economic 

growth and how these infrastructure gains made possible the expansion of less efficient 

industries. 

 

Cezar STANCIU, The RCP leadership and the youth problem (1968-1971): Preliminaries to 

the „Cultural minirevolution”  

This article deals with the impact of the student protests of 1968 upon the leadership 

of the Romanian Communist Party (RCP) and argues that these events played a central role in 

N. Ceauşescu‟s decision to reconsider the party‟s policies towards the youth. In his vision – as 

revealed by his conversations with other party leaders – the youth had been neglected by the 

Communist parties which made it vulnerable to other ideologies and predisposed to street 

action outside party control. N. Ceauşescu believed that Communist parties had to elaborate 

special policies aimed at improving the political education of students and youth so that social 

protests as those recorded in 1968 in Paris and elsewhere could be guided and controlled by 

the Communist parties. The experience of 1968 determined RCP‟s leadership to increase its 

political pressure on students and youth, which culminated in 1971 with the abrupt 

interruption of the liberalization course initiated years before. 

 

 Simion GHEORGHIU, Romania and Perestroika: Romanian-Soviet relations at the end of 

the ’80s  



Between 1985 and 1989 the Soviet-Romanian relations have gained new sources of 

tensions due to the refusal of the leaders in Bucharest to follow Gorbachev's new reformist 

orientation. Ceausescu's policy faced a fundamental turning point: the transition from political 

independence and non-interference in internal affairs to that of monitoring and even 

intervention in internal developments of the Warsaw Treaty Organization countries. 

Ironically, Nicolae Ceausescu, who since 1965, the year of his coming to power, aimed at 

distancing from USSR, considered, finally, that the chance of survival of socialism in Eastern 

Europe might only be the Soviet Union. 

 

Cosmin POPA, Ceaușescu’s regime and the ideological freeze in the middle of spring 

The appearance of the Academy for Social Sciences (ASS) represents the meeting 

point of several processes that signal the maturation of Romanian communism. The 

strengthening of Nicolae Ceaușescu‟s power meant not only the continuation of the 

desovietization policy, but also the creation of a Romanian form of communism. Initially, its 

complexity surpassed the simple assertion of national interests. The end of the 60‟s 

represented, in Ceaușescu‟s view, the moment in which one could consider the successes of 

the efforts to improve the relation with the intellectuals. A period of great reform for 

communist Romania followed. Among the first measures taken was the extension of the 

party‟s direct authority over social science research. Trying to create a national idea that 

would combine historical tradition and Marxism-Leninism, science and creation were to be 

transformed into ideology and propaganda. This has contributed to the birth of a personality 

cult which had a Stalinist dimension. 

 
 

SOCIETY AND WAR 

 
 

Radu TUDORANCEA, Interventionists, foreigners, undesirables and spies in First World 

War Romania 

The present paper aims at tackling a distinctive (and less considered) topic within the 

vast research area dedicated to the First World War, namely the issue of society‟s perceptions 

and behavior concerning the Foreigner(s), both during the years of neutrality and equally 

after Romania‟s intervention into the conflict, on the Entente side, in 1916. Based mainly on 

memoirs, press collections and archival documents, the research unveiles the metamorphosis 

of Romanian society in terms of attitudes towards foreigners, under the effects of the war 

propaganda, or due to its own perceptions and emotions. While the perception of the 

continous threat represented by the presence and activities of the enemy (Central Powers 

agents and spies) can easily be traced – and to a great extent, explained, the war years 

witnessed also a growing xenophobia exhibited towards vast categories, including German 

school students. 

 

Camelia ZAVARACHE (POPESCU), Students Health in Interwar Romania 

In Interwar Romania, due to the high rate of the so called social diseases which 

included both tuberculosis and venereal diseases, there was a strong need for public policies 

to address these matters. Consequently, throughout the 1920s, both the Ministry of Education 

and the Ministry of Public Health Care have made important efforts to develop the existing 

infrastructure. New education and medical legislation was introduced to educate school 

population about the need to seek medical help when necessary. Also, students in middle 

schools were trained to understand the way human reproductory system worked and to 

recognise the diseases affecting it. In spite of that, studies conducted by Universities have 



shown that students were affected by the same diseases as the general population that had no 

access to high education. Despite all the efforts, preventive measures of the social diseases 

remained unknown to the general public, which proved to be reluctant to address doctors 

unless it was their last resort. This attitude typical of both rural and urban population was 

considered irresponsible by doctors and must be linked with the traditional mentality of the 

Romanian society. 

 

 

EVOLUTION OF THE COLD WAR: THE EAST-WEST 

CONFRONTATION 

 

 
Raul DENIZE, Implementing the Neue Ostpolitik. The Eastern Treaties between draft and 

ratification 

This study examines the making of the treaties which shaped the „new Eastern policy“ 

of the Federal Republic of Germany. This was a complicated process which involved complex 

negociations with the Soviet Union, the GDR, Poland and Czechoslovakia. The government 

in Bonn also needed to carefully observe the attitude of its Western allies, especially that of 

the United States, which was of crucial importance in order to achieve a succesfull outcome 

for its foreign policy initiatives. Domestic politics were also filled with tension because many 

were opposed to a policy which seemed to consolidate the division of Germany. Finally, in 

the long run, the „new Eastern policy“ had a profound impact on the international scene by 

weakening the position of the Eastern Bloc in general and that of the GDR in particular. 

 

 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

 
 

Bogdan C. IACOB, Nicolae Iorga as New Man. Functions of a Teacher Cult  

Nicolae Iorga is the towering figure of historical studies in Romania. The sheer 

volume of scholarship he produced throughout his life combined with heavy involvement in 

politics before and after the First World War amount to a highly complex intellectual 

biography. He was a central figure in the process of the nationalization of the Romanian 

nation-state both as an epistemic interpreter and as a political figure. The fate of his 

biography, ideas, and scholarship during the communist regime is inextricably tied to the 

latter‟s development on the path to domestication. My study analyzes some of the central 

aspects of the double-edged process through which N. Iorga officially attained the status of 

founding father of the Romanian history-production while simultaneously becoming the 

subject of a cult of personality from mid-1960s onward. Nicolae Iorga, as a symbolic and 

scientific authority, transformed into a central legitimizer of state socialism‟s 

historiographically encoded identitarian master narrative. 

 

Mihaela STROE, Adapting the Romanian historiography to the Soviet model: Mihail Roller 

and the RPR History textbook editions 

 The aim of the study is to present the evolution of the Romanian Marxist 

historiography using the history textbook prepared under the direction of Mihail Roller. Its 

main purpose was to provide a model for the interpretation of historical events. Following the 

evolution of editions, we can observe the growing influence of Mihail Roller and the limits of 

the de-Stalinization in Romania after the XXth Congress of the CPSU in 1956. 



 

 

SOURCES 

 
 

Veronica TURCUȘ, Șerban TURCUȘ, Espionage, immunity violation and pressure on the 

diplomatic missions by the communist authorities in Bucharest between 1952-1953 

 This study is based on a secret Italian diplomatic document that makes reference to the 

pressures on the foreign diplomatic missions in Bucharest exercised by the Romanian 

communist authorities and to the infringement of the diplomatic immunities and privileges by 

the same authorities. Not only the spying techniques through wiretaps and environmental 

registerings are highlited, but also the direct pressures on the American diplomats and on the 

service passport staff (for Austria) to cooperate with the Securitate. The pressures were so 

great that the head of the Italian Legation in Bucharest required the change of the entire staff 

and officials. 

 



Rezumate în engleză „Studii și Materiale de Istorie Contemporană“ 

Vol.14-15 

2015-2016 

Volume 14 

2015 

HISTORY OF COMMUNISM: POLITICS AND SOCIETY 

 

Mihaela DENIZE (STROE), Between compromise and resistance: the recovery of the 

legionary historians P.P.Panaitescu and Vladimir Dumitrescu by the communist regime 

Throughout history intellectuals were interested in gaining political power and therefore 

showed an affinity for one ideology or another. History, especially, was closest to the political 

spectrum - and consequently, vulnerable to its interference. Our study brings together the figures 

of two historians – Petre P.Panaitescu and Vladimir Dumitrescu - the Legion, to which they 

adhered and the communist regime, which has recovered them. The core of our research is the 

way in which they reevaluated their relation with the Iron Guard after August 23, 1944 and the 

reasons why the two have managed to continue their careers during the communist regime. 

 

Ionel RADOVICI, Grigore Preoteasa’s ascension within the communist structures 

The following analysis aims to present Grigore Preoteasa’s ascension from a simple 

member of the Communist Youth Union, when he acted as an illegalist, to the period during 

which he was appointed Minister of Foreign Affairs (1955 – 1957) when he was directly 

involved in the process by which Romania adhered to the United Nations. The study is 

particularly interesting because it explores the archives and the political framework of the carreer 

of a high representative of the communist nomenclature. It also includes his ascension within the 

ranks of the Romanian Communist Party, while providing an image of the internal structures of 

the party and the written and unwritten laws that governed the relations between party members. 

The political friction between Grigore Preoteasa and various party members that emerged when 

the movement was put together can be a litmus test to measure with accuracy the formation of 

cleavages and divisions among various factions within the original structure of the Communist 

Party in Romania. 

 

Marius STAN, Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, The Death of a Leninist Dictator: „The memory of 

comrade Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej, forever living in the heart of the party, of the working class, 

and of the people...“ 

The article is a critical synthesis of the life and fate of Leninist dictator Gheorghe 

Gheorghiu-Dej, focusing on his role as a central figure within Romanian communism. At the 

moment of his unexpected demise on March 19, 1965, he was the undisputed leader of the 

Romanian communist oligarchy. Educated in prison according to Stalin’s writings, Gheorghiu-



Dej was a true believer who cynically wedded the Leninist exclusionary principle „kto-kogo“ 

(who-whom) with pragmatic adjustments and travesties. He loathed any genuine intellectual and 

theoretical endeavors. When he passed away, he left behind a strategy that could have led either 

to Yugoslavisation (Tito’s model) or to Albanisation (Hoxha’s model). However, what followed 

was Nicolae Ceauşescu’s own version of socialism, who carried to an extreme the logic of 

national Stalinism initiated under his former mentor and protector. 

 

Mioara ANTON, Social parasitism. Rules and norms for the New Man society 

At the beginning of the 70s, Romania’s young generations came to the attention of party 

officials. The years of liberalizations (1965-1968) had led to the „contamination“ of youth with 

Western cultural productions which entered into contradiction with the rigid norms of the 

socialist system. From Ceausescu’s perspective, the young were tempted by anarchist ideas 

which required an increase in political education. Consequently, the party decided to intervene to 

impose discipline and educate the young generation according to the objectives of socialist 

society, which meant an interruption of the liberalization course. Press campaigns, TV 

programmes, legislative measures, and public conferences were intended to bring the youth back 

onto the right path of building the communist society. The ideal young communist imagined by 

the regime, devoted to the party and country, fully social integrated, was endangered by the 

avalanche of cultural models imported from the West. Jeans, colorful shirts, fashion of the long 

hair, both for women and men, and strong colours of everyday clothing shocked in a 

conservative socialist society. On the contrary, the regime wanted to promote the exemplary 

young citizen whose interests, aspirations and ideals were the same with those of socialist 

society.  

The Securitate (secret police) was deeply involved in the surveillance and correction of 

the youths’ behaviour. State control was directed at leisure, student club activities, the limitation 

of distribution of Western music and movies or listening to foreign radio stations, especially 

Radio Free Europe. But despite the all restrictions and political pressure, the young generation 

did not give up to individualizing itself within socialist society. 

Cristian VASILE, Prothocronism, Dacomania, and the Literature on Geto-Dacian subjects in 

1970s Romania 

The aim of this study is to briefly discuss the historical circumstances which favored both 

the rapprochement and interweaving between Ceauşescu’s official ideology of national Stalinism 

and (Pre)Protochronism. One tried to study the (Pre)Protochronism mainly in connection both 

with 1971 “July Theses”, and the Five-Year Plan bearing in mind Ceauşescu’s radicalized tone 

regarding the autonomy of art and literature.  

Subsequently, I shed more light on the way in which Ceauşescu and his RCP ideologues 

suggested the development of Marxist-Leninist revolutionary theory by adding ideological 

elements of Protochronism. Instead of discussing Socialist Realism, Protochronism, and 

Postmodernism, perceived by some authors (Florin Mihăilescu, for instance) as postwar 

official/prominent literary ideologies, I preferred to look only at the 1970s, analysing 



Protochronism in comparison with its „higher ranking” and official doctrines: Socialist 

Humanism and Revolutionary Humanism.  

Last but not least, I examined the relations of the Romanian Italian industrialist Iosif 

Constantin Drăgan with communist officials and his “thracological” expertise used for 

reinventing the Ancient past of Romanians. In the end, I analysed the main products of the so-

called Literature on Geto-Dacian subjects encouraged by the May 1977 speech of Ceauşescu 

held at the national conference of Romanian Writers. 

Cosmin POPA, The Academy of Social and Political Sciences or Stalinism 2.0  

The article describes the organization of the Academy of Social and Political Sciences 

from the early 1970s and the developments that occurred in the institutional communist system 

and in the Romanian academic milieu. It contains the biographical portraits of the main players 

in the academic world. A special attention is given to the end of Ceausescu’s „liberalism“ and 

the turn to an upgraded variant of Stalinism and also to the impact of this transformation on party 

propaganda and social sciences in Romania. 

 

Simion GHEORGHIU, The reform policy in USSR: Lavrenti P. Beria, Nikita S. Hruşciov, Iuri 

V. Andropov 

The reforms initiated by M. S. Gorbachev in 1985 seemed for many a surprising 

phenomenon on the USSR political scene. Actually, previous attempts to restucture the soviet 

regime existed before as well and were put into practice by different leaders in different periods 

of time.  

The attempts to reform exercised successively by L.P. Beria, N.S. Khrushchev and I.V. 

Andropov were not able to eliminate the soviet system’s erosion factors. Brezhnev’s era known 

as „the era of stagnation” aggravated the existing crises. The reform was condemned to fail even 

from its inception; the soviet system was simply impossible to restructure since any change could 

have determined a chain reaction which would have weakened it even more. 

WAR, SOCIETY AND IDEOLOGY 

Radu TUDORANCEA, The facets of the resistance. Charity societies, hospitals and 

fundraising campaigns in Romania during the First World War 

Over the last decades, the scientific interest regarding the research themes dedicated to 

First World War remained relatively constant, even though Western research centers have been 

tackling areas of research and scientific themes by following rather a multidisciplinary approach 

regarding First World War. When it comes to Romanian historiography, it should be stressed that 

it remained dominated, for a long period, by research themes and topics rather related to the 

political dispute surrounding Romania’s participation into the War, or more or less focused on 

the military confrontations and the War evolution and confrontations per se. The present paper 

examines a rather neglected or less considered area of research regarding First World War, 

namely the War relief actions initiated and conducted during Romania’s involvement into the 

conflict, beginning with fund raising campaigns dedicated to wounded soldiers and refugees and 



continuing with the activity of various hospitals, orphanages and asylums, across the occupied 

territory and within the Romanian controlled territory (Moldova) as well. 

 

Maria Camelia ZAVARACHE, Juvenile delinquency or „the problem of the morally deviant 

child“ in interwar Romania  

During the XXth century, juvenile delinquency has become one of the most worrisome 

social problems. During the Interwar period, the Romanian elite has made consistent efforts to 

analyse and design the proper strategies in order to cope with this phenomenon. Different 

categories of professionals, concerned with what they believed to be a serious threat to the 

society, have drawn attention on the importance of the child's personality and social 

environment, when faced with juvenile delinquency. These intelectuals started pleading for 

special measures for juvenile offenders, promoting the ideea that the punishment should be 

replaced with an effort to re-educate and rehabilitate, in order for them to become harmless and 

usefull individuals. This perspective has been adopted by social and criminal law, in an attempt 

to supervise and controle marginal communities, perceived as dangerous and prone to violence 

and criminality. 

 

Florin ANGHEL, Ignored neighbours. The Polish community in Bessarabia in the interwar 

period  

The mentality of most of the members of the Polish community in Bessarabia influenced 

by the ideological, cultural and political legacy of the Russian Empire and civically 

unencouraged by the Romanian authorities, had a strong impact on their final fate. How much 

was the Polish community in Bessarabia reduced? Unfortunately, the lack of any appetite (and I 

say, even interest, be it political or scientific) for the existence of this ethnic groups between the 

Prut and Dniester have led to conflicting data/statistics. It should be added, essentially, that the 

Polish community in Bessarabia does not have a specific place of collective memory (an area of 

origin, as in the case of most of the Poles in Bucovina): Poles settled in Bessarabia due to 

material or professional interests or desiring to obtain freedom in an underdeveloped region. 

The effort to revive national values, to resist against the pressures of the majority (through 

political, economic and educational-cultural leverage) have ended with the incorporation of 

Bessarabia and Northern Bukovina to the USSR after Kremlin's ultimatum from June 26-28, 

1940. Only the independence of the Republic of Moldova in 1991 in other geographical 

frameworks than the interwar Romanian Bessarabia, allowed the rebirth and reevaluation of the 

values of the much depleted Polish ethnic community, between the Prut and Dniester. 

 

Georgiana ȚĂRANU, „The spiritual duke“ of the Romanian people: Nicolae Iorga at the 

forefront of the government from Bucharest and the relations with Fascist Italy (1931-1932)  

This paper explores a period of intense interaction between Fascist Italy and Romania by 

examining Prime minister Nicolae Iorga’s favourable standpoint towards Rome over his one-

year-long stay in power (April 1931-June 1932). It argues that Iorga’s government, headed by 



such an Italophile intellectual as he was, represented the second best key moment for the Italian 

diplomacy’s cultural interests in Romania, after Alexandru Averescu’s premiership of 1926-

1927. It is particularly concerned with the ways in which the renowned historian, right after 

taking office, was highly courted by the Fascist authorities and media, while being, in his turn, 

very keen and prompt to satisfy Rome’s main demand on the bilateral agenda: the mandatory 

teaching of Italian as a foreign language in the Romanian public secondary schoola. Thus, an 

increasing presence of the Italian language, regulated through the so-called ‘Iorga law’ of July 

1931, seemed to have given impetus to the Fascist cultural propaganda in Romania. Still, in spite 

of Iorga’s stance favouring both Italy and Mussolini’s regime, Rome and Bucharest did not 

succed to improve their diplomatic relations accordingly. 

 

EVOLUTION OF THE COLD WAR: THE EAST-WEST CONFRONTATION 

Raul DENIZE, The economic dimension of the West German- Soviet relations and the signing 

of the Moscow Treaty (1970) 

The Cold War influenced not only political relations, but also economic ones. West-

Germany used its economic power in order to influence Moscow and obtain political 

concessions. Under chancellor Willy Brandt, the interests of both government and business 

coincided, and the Federal Republic tried to improve its economic and political relations with the 

Soviet Union. The economic cooperation was very fruitful and involved deals between the 

automotive industries and the energy sector. German companies were among the few capable of 

manufacturing large diameter steel pipes capable of transporting natural gas over very long 

distances. The soviets were interested in acquiring western technology at a time when their 

economy was stagnating and were willing to exchange their natural resources and political 

goodwill in order to obtain it. 
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HISTORY OF COMMUNISM: POLITICS, SOCIETY AND ECONOMY 

 

Viviana IACOB, Theatricality and Socialist Realism in Romanian Theatre 1946- 1963 

The article aims to show that when theatricality resurfaced in Romanian theatre debates 

after 1956, it did not replace the tenets of socialist realism altogether. It was rather a catalyst for 

the later to evolve into a more sustainable ideological construct in the context of de-Stalinization. 

The years after Stalin’s death produce in Eastern Europe tremendous changes culminating with 

the explosive ideological situation of 1956. At a cultural level, these changes unleashed 

important transformations without displacing however the socialist bedrock. The interwar 

debates dedicated to the burgeoning issue of theatricality and the western theatre tradition were 

still filtered through aesthetic coordinates that were put in place during the Stalinist period. The 



article focuses on debates generated around specific performances which premiered between 

1946 and 1963. These events reshaped the socialist realist aesthetic by way of theatricality 

resulting in a reciprocally corrosive relationship in the following years. The article concludes that 

the recalibration of the socialist realist formula amounted to a selective process of appropriation 

that was done both laterally and diachronically. This approach engendered a new form of 

theatricality. Not a replacement of old socialist realist theatre aestetic but its refashioning 

 

 Raul DENIZE, From East to West: political and economic relations between Communist 

Romania and the Federal Republic of Germany, 1949-1967 

The reestablishment of diplomatic relations between Romania and the Federal Republic 

of Germany which took place in January 1967 was preceeded by complex cultural, humanitarian 

and economic exchanges. Both countries were somehow trying to overcome the bipolar system 

which dominated the world in order to reach their goals. Romania was on the path of an 

independent foreign policy with regard to the Soviet Union, while the west german learders in 

Bonn were doing everything in their power to help their fellow germans living in Romania, 

Eastern Europe and East Germany. Both countries needed to pay special attention in order not to 

cross the line in their relationship with Moscow. While Romania was still a member of the 

Warsaw Pact, West Germany needed Soviet support in order to achieve its supreme goal: 

reunification. 

 

Radu TUDORANCEA, Circles of power of the Romanian Communist elite at the beginnings of 

the 60s. Reflections on the assessments of the US State Department   

The present paper is focusing on the specific features and evolutions of the Romanian 

Communist elite, as seen by foreign observers at the beginning of the 1960’s. The endeavour is 

based particularly on the new archival documents concerning the above mentioned decade, 

especially on the evaluations and prospects issued by American diplomats and experts during the 

early 1960’s. The mentioned documents and analyses conducted by Western (American) experts 

and observers shed new light on the controversies surrounding the evolutions of the Romanian 

Communist Elite during the 1960’s, particularly on the transfer of power following Gheorghiu-

Dej’s death. 

 

Cristian VASILE, Ceauseşcu as political poet: The Case of the 1977 Romanian National 

Anthem 

Although April 1964 Declaration was a political document epitomizing Romanian 

communist leadership’s policy of „independence“ from Moscow, Nicolae Ceausescu’s Socialist 

Romania maintained formally as its National Anthem, without abolishing it, the Stalin-era 

political song entitled “We Praise you, Romania!” (Te Slăvim, Românie!). This Anthem was 

adopted in 1953 under the Soviet occupation and one of its main verses sounded like that: “Our 

People will be for ever in a fraternal relationship with Soviet People who Liberated Romania!”. 

After 1965 the new Secretary General, N. Ceausescu, pleaded for more autonomy from Kremlin 



in comparison with its predecessor, Gh. Gheorghiu-Dej, but for more than twelve years he and 

his Politburo colleagues were incapable of formally establishing a new State Anthem. Finally, in 

October–November 1977 this sort of political abnormity ended when Ceausescu proposed an 

adapted variant of the greatest Romanian composer (Ciprian Porumbescu) song’s (Three 

Colours) as the new Anthem. 

The aim of this article is to investigate one of N. Ceausescu’s hobbies, political poetry, 

focusing on the context in which the text of the 1977 Anthem was drafted. One of the hypotheses 

of this article is that probably Ceausescu himself (or with the aid of his closest collaborators, and 

apparatchiks) created the adapted version of the Anthem’s text. One indication is the dilettante 

way of drafting and editing which forced Ceausescu to hastily modify the Anthem’s text – by 

adding a new stanza – after only three weeks of the initial adoption. 

 

Mioara ANTON, Voluntary confessions. Anonymous letters and denunciations during 

Ceauşescu’s regime  

The anonymous letters and denunciations were written not only from a sense of duty, but 

also because of personal reasons. The ideological pressure, the proliferation of corruption, 

worsening living conditions, the failure of the planned economy made people speak out and 

denounce both negative phenomena in the socialist society and the ones responsible. Public 

campaigns aimed at accepting open criticism. Actually those who wrote denunciations preferred 

to remain anonymous in order to avoid investigations that could bring them to the opposite sides 

of the barricade. 

 

Nicoleta ŞERBAN, The Romanians from American Exile and their attitude towards the Project 

of Rural Systematization, 1988-89 

Starting with 1988, Nicolae Ceausescu insisted on finishing his old project of rural 

systematization. The communist regime intended by systematizing villages to build new homes 

for peasants and to restrict the constructed perimeter in order to gain agricultural land. It was 

about 7-8000 villages that would have been destroyed and their population was to be moved into 

new-built towns. The Romanians from the exile considered a tragedy the Ceausescu’s project. 

They started a large action of protests : there are individual protests, but also actions organized 

by some associations from the exile. Most of the Romanians participated to the street 

manifestation in front of the Romanian Embassy in USA. The Romanians from the American 

exile also tried to seek support from the US administration. In December 1989 the street protests 

in USA against the regime from Bucharest are escalating. Meanwhile, protests started in 

Timisoara. That means there is a spiritual connection between the Romanians from the Exile and 

those living in Romania. 

WAR AND SOCIETY 

Dorin STĂNESCU, The untold stories of the Romanian front (1916-1918) 

The purpose of our study is to create, based on a rich memoirist literature dedicated to the 

First World War, a presentation of the 1916 Romanian military campaign, in a different manner 



than that of the official historiography. The memoirist literature is the subject of a double 

analysis – one with the taxonomy of the Romanians describing their experiences, the other, an 

inventory of the main themes appearing in journals and war memoirs – aside from the 

omnipresent façade of heroism, patriotism, and positive self portraits. The events of 1916 are 

being analyzed, they way in which batters are constructed, the defeat of the Romanian army and 

its main causes, the reports of the Romanian soldiers and officers on the Romanian battlefield. 

 

Camelia ZAVARACHE, Between the Stipulations of School Regulation and the will to 

emancipate: Students’ conduct in interwar Romania 

During Interwar Romania, young generations and, amongst these, highschool students 

have come under the intense scrutiny of the state authorities. Their behavior, their language, their 

clothes and their conduct in public spaces have become the focus point of the school regulations. 

This type of normative adult speech created an ideal moral profile of the students, in an attempt 

to discipline and control the youth. In doing so, school authorities had two important partners, 

members of the society and police forces. Despite the effort to ensure a strict monitoring and 

control of the students, archive documents prove that the authorities could not prevent all 

unwanted behaviour; different forms of indiscipline were in fact part of the school's activity, as 

well as the act of severely punishing them. Romantic relationships and sexual offences were 

strictly repressed by the school representatives, as the students were not aloud to engage în such 

activities during their teen years. However, despite the restrictive terms of the school regulations, 

statistic data has shown that the first sexual contact for an important part of the students at that 

time happened during highschool years. 

 

ETHNIC AND TERRITORIAL POLITICS IN THE SECOND WORLD WAR 

Simion GHEORGHIU, The territorial policy of the Soviet Union between 1939- 1941: security 

through territorial expanssion and the evolution of the western borders  

The evolution of the USSR western border between 1939-1941 shows the territorial 

perception of the security concept of the soviet leaders’ especially Stalin’s. The creation of a 

“protection zone” at the frontiers of the Soviet State was one of the fundamental objectives of the 

USSR politics. This objective was possible thanks to the understandings with the 3rd Reich, the 

Ribbentrop-Molotov pact, the agreements from September 28, 1939 and the political and military 

pressure exercised by the Soviet Union against the Baltic States, Finland and Romania. In about 

one year, USSR has created a protection area that was supposed to play the role of an outpost 

outside the former Imperial frontier. 

 

 Viorel ACHIM, Romanian projects concerning the Romanian minority in Yugoslavia, 1940-

1942 

This article analyzes the studies and projects of population policy elaborated in Romania 

in the years 1940-1942 concerning the Romanians of Yugoslavia and the territories they 

inhabited. Yugoslavia (after April 1941, Serbia) was the country with the largest Romanian 



minority in Southeast Europe and the Romanian government lead by General (later on Marshall) 

Ion Antonescu paid attention to this population. The projects from the years 1940-1942 proposed 

various scenarios for the two Romanian groups in the neighboring country (the Romanians from 

the Serbian Banat and the Romanians in the Timok region), most often being evoked the 

population exchange formula. Some projects also proposed the modification of the border 

between the two countries. The population policy projects are discussed in relation with the 

Romanian government’s policy towards Yugoslavia (from April 1941, towards Serbia). It is 

mentioned here the Romanian government’s memorandum sent to Berlin and Rome on 23 April 

1941, after the German invasion in Yugoslavia on 6 April 1941 and the dismemberment of this 

country. The memorandum demanded border changes in Southest Europe, given that events in 

the Balkans and Yugoslavia had led to radical changes in the political balance of the region; 

likewise, Romania claimed its “rights” in the Serbian Banat. The article shows that the claims 

advanced in the memorandum had nothing to do with population policy as it had so far been 

considered in the Bucharest laboratories.  

 

 Sabin DRĂGULIN, Philosophy, history and politics in Benedetto Croce 

This essay reconstructs the thought of Benedetto Croce from the last decade of the 

nineteenth century to 1932. In this period the philosopher lays the foundation of his philosophy 

of Spirit. Retracing chronologically the author’s thought it’s possible to highlight the continuities 

and ruptures that were produced as a result of the great historical, cultural and political 

transformations that characterize the first three decades of the twentieth century. 

HISTORIOGRAPHY 

Mihaela DENIZE, Between opportunism and defection: Gheorghe Haupt, Alexandru Vianu and 

Victor Cheresteşiu  

The „historiographical front” was perhaps the most invoked formula in the documents of 

this period, but its veracity remains questionable. In fact, over the years, it proved to be a 

creation of the regime that had nothing to do with reality. The monolithic image that the political 

factors were struggling to maintain was in fact false and this became increasingly obvious since 

the mid-50s, amid de-Stalinization and Mihail Roller’s decline. The case studies illustrate both 

opportunism and defection within Roller’s team. Consequently, Alexandru Vianu and Victor 

Cherestesiu’s opportunism and Gheorghe Haupt’s defection became two facets of the 

intellectuals’ effort to adapt to a new situation. 

 

 Cosmin POPA, Romania’s historiographical polemic with the socialist countries in the stage of 

„developed socialism” (1970s-1980s) 

Interpretative confrontations between historians from the “Socialist bloc”, during the so-

called stage of “developed Socialism”, were one of the numerous symptoms of the 

Communism’s ideological crisis during the 1980’s. Facing an accelerated decrease of internal 

trust capital and perceived as repressive by outsiders, Communist regimes resorted to 



Nationalism as the final option in an attempt to achieve a new type of national consensus. In this 

regard, Ceauşescu’s regime was not different from those of Bulgaria, Hungary, Poland or the 

USSR. It was his sometimes absurd policy of separation from Moscow which triggered the joint 

reaction of the other Communist countries against him. Romania and its history became an easy 

target, free of any political risks, for historians within the Socialist bloc, converted to the new 

forms of Communist Nationalism. 
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Radu TUDORANCEA, The Ordeal of Captivity: Romanian Prisoners of War during 

World War I 
 

This study sets out to analyse a rather omitted, if not forgotten issue of the Romania’s 
participation into the First World War, namely the fate of the Romanian prisoners of war, their 
captivity experiences and, of course, the wide range of violence and mistreatment that Romanian 
prisoners of war have endured from the first moments of their captivity and continuing with their 
life within the enemy prison camps, until their release from captivity. The research had also 
explored the size of violence against Romanian prisoners of war as well as the traumatic impact 
upon individual captives. Following a comparative approach, the study revealed that death 
percentages among Romanian prisoners of war were significantly higher than, for instance, in the 
case of German prisoners of war kept in captivity in France, or French prisoners of war held in 
Germany. The study also underlines the fact that, despite some actions, initiated particularly by 
the Romanian Red Cross, the scale of (Romanian) state involvement in the matter of improving 
the status of the Romanian prisoners of war (and limiting the violations of prisoner’s rights to 
bodily and mintal integrity, during the years of captivity) were rather poor, when compared to 
other Governments involved in the war. An explanation for that could be the dramatic situation 
faced by Romania at that time, after losing two thirds of the national territory to Central Powers 
(which could have jeopardised its very existence), due to the disastrous campaign of 1916. 

 
 
Mihaela DENIZE, The Stakes of the Establishment of the Romanian Scientific Institute 

in Istanbul (1943) 
 

Since 1941, Romania worked to find an alternative to the alliance with Nazi Germany. 
Observing the trajectory of the war in the last phase of its development, Ion Antonescu and Mihai 
Antonescu sought to initiate a dialogue with the representatives of the Great Powers in order to 
get Romania out of the conflict. Therefore, between 1942 and 1943, Romania held secret 
armistice negotiations, either through representatives of the Antonescu government or by 
important figures of the historical parties. Nevertheless, the Allies' decisions at the conferences in 
Casablanca, Moscow and Teheran, where Romanian delegates had to negotiate with the Soviet 
Union, did not allow their rapid implementation. 
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Camelia ZAVARACHE, Transition and Strategies of Adaptation: Mihai Ralea and the 
activity of the Philosophy Department of the Institute of History and Philosophy of the PRR 
Academy (1949-1952) 

 
The evolution of the Romanian Academy’s Institute of History and Philosophy during the 

late 1940s and the beginning of 1950s has brought extreme institutional and scientific changes 
that were meant to reorientate the Romanian humanities research towards the Soviet paradigm. 
Analyzing the content of the monthly reports and annual meetings one can observe the dynamics 
of the relationship between the Academy and the institute; all decisions were made by the first 
one, and executed dutifully by the latter. This complete lack of autonomy meant that the teams 
working in the institute had no control over the topics they were researching, their activity being 
under the scrutiny of their superiors and consequently of the ruling party.  

This situation must therefore be taken into consideration when judging the professional 
evolution of some members of the pre-war intelligentsia, such as Mihai Ralea, that have 
transitioned succesfully into the new elite. Even though they had a major contribution to 
implementing the new directions in the field of research, one should also bear in mind the fact 
that these individuals had in fact no actual authority. Therefore, they are most guilty for allowing 
the communist leaders to use them as instrumets of this masive change process, not for the 
decisions that have been made during that period. After analyzing the four years on which this 
article has focused, it is obvious that things were unlikely to have had a different course, since the 
researchers hired at the institute were under the immense pressure of adapting to the new realities 
or be replaced. 

 
 
Cristian VASILE, Political Biographies of Intellectuals – „Fellow travellers“ under the 

Communist Regime. Some considerations regarding G. Călinescu, George Oprescu, Iorgu 
Iordan, and Tudor Vianu 

 
The aim of this article is to present the essential elements of the political biographies of 

some proeminent intellectuals, influential members of the Romanian Academy after 1948, who 
were also directors of humanistic research institutes (G. Călinescu, George Oprescu, and Iorgu 
Iordan), or chief of institute’s research programme (Tudor Vianu). All of them knew each other 
before 1944 and in general were very close. In the interwar period and during Antonescu’s 
dictatorship they were rather attached to center left politics without being communists.  

While existing works on the topic focus either on the elimination of previous elites in times 
of radical social change or on the creation of new elites by each new political regime, we focus on 
a third mechanism: the recuperation/conversion of previous intellectual elites for new 
modernization projects. This mechanism of historical and social change appears at every major 
transition (“historical fracture”) but is given less importance both in history/social sciences and in 
public discourse.  

Despite communist terror, ideology, and censorship, the Gheorghiu-Dej regime recuperated 
and encouraged the reconversion (especially after 1955) of some influential members of 
Romanian intellectual elite, i.e. directors of humanistic research institutes of the Academy. In the 
same time, as a warning, the secret police put such intellectuals under strict surveillance, also 
through the agency of networks of informants, and arrested few of their protégés who worked as 
research fellows.  
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Valentin SĂNDULESCU, Academic Elites and their Trajectories in Troubled Times: 
the Case of Traian Herseni 

 
Born in 1907 in a Transylvanian village from the county of Făgăraş, Traian Herseni moved 

to Bucharest in 1924. Here he enrolled in the Faculty of Letters and Philosophy and soon became 
part of Dimitrie Gusti’s sociological school, one of the most influential intellectual enterprises in 
interwar Romania, gradually becoming one of its main representatives. 

After 1989, some sociologists regarded Traian Herseni as an example for the sociological 
craft, a disciple and then colleague of Dimitrie Gusti, an important sociologist and an 
anthropologist, while also remembering him as an academic who helped re-launch the 
sociological profession during communist times. Although his political allegiances have been 
discussed, Herseni’s transformation from a left-wing intellectual in the early 1930s to a supporter 
of the fascist Iron Guard in the second half of the same decade still needs to be debated and 
contextualized. Furthermore, his trajectory since the 1940s, from holding an official position 
during the National-Legionary State, fully supporting the I. Antonescu - H. Sima regime, to post-
war imprisonment in the 1950s and then to reconversion as a professional who also praised the 
communist regime deserves extensive attention.  

A thorough, book length, account analyzing Herseni’s public and political stance 
throughout various regime changes that he experienced during his life and academic career is still 
lacking. Using primary sources such as archival records, memoirs, interwar and postwar books 
and journals, the present contribution aims at partially filling this gap. 

 
 
Mihai Sorin RĂDULESCU, Alexandru V. Perietzianu-Buzau and the Modern 

Genealogy studies 
 

Alexandru V. Perietzianu-Buzău (1911-1995), lawyer and landowner before the coming of 
the communist regime, contributed substantially to the development of Romanian genealogical 
research. The descendant of a Muntenian boyar family documented from the seventeenth century, 
a family which he studied with great passion, he obtained a doctorate in Law in Paris, and later 
practised in his native Bucharest. After the Second World War, he was forced to work as a duty-
roster clerk, but from the 1970s to the 1990s he was a member of the Commission on Heraldry, 
Genealogy, and Sigillography attached to the „Nicolae Iorga” Institute of History. At the 
meetings of the Commission, he presented numerous interesting papers concerning the 
genealogies of boyar and merchant families, both Romanian and foreign – in particular those of 
certain families of foreign origin who settled in Wallachia. His research was always based above 
all on archive documents, and he made use in the first place of his own rich family archive. 

The appendix contains two letters sent from Canada after the Revolution of December 
1989 by Alexandru V. Perietzianu-Buzău, who was visiting his two sons there, to Mihai Sorin 
Rădulescu (born 1966), at the time a young historian and emerging genealogist, who considered 
Perietzianu-Buzău to be one of his principal masters in the field of genealogical study. 

 
 
Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Ana Pauker and the Stalinist political religion 
 

Thanks to the Comintern’s propaganda machine, Ana Pauker’s name became an 
international symbol of opposition to fascism. Until 1952 Ana Pauker – Passionaria of the 
Balkans, as she was called – played a paramount role in the history of Romanian communism. 
Ana Pauker’s downfall did not occur merely, or even primarily, because of Gheorghe Gheorghiu-
Dej’s skillful maneuvering – as some Romanian novels published in the 1980s would have us 
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believe – but foremost because of Joseph Stalin’s decision to initiate a major political purge in 
Romania. Ana Pauker embraced until the end the objectives of Stalinism as Political Religion.  

 
 
Cosmin POPA, The Struggle for the Privilege of Lying: Ion Popescu-Puţuri versus 

Miron Constantinescu 
 

The appointment of Miron Constantinescu in 1970 at the leadership of the Academy of 
Social and Political Sciences (ASSP) meant the climax of his post-1965 career as ideologue. The 
establishment of a new scientific center for human resources under the aegis of the Central 
Committee of the Romanian Communist Party (RCP) led to the emergence of bipolarity within 
Romanian cultural-scientific and ideological apparatus. The role of ASSP was to scientifically 
replicate the ideology of the communist regime through the agency of academic publications, 
books, periodicals and so on. However, the Party Academy „Ştefan Gheorghiu“, another 
ideological institution with scientific goals, has similar objectives. Moreover, the aforementioned 
institutions, together with the History Institute of the RCP (ISISP), had to contribute both to 
Soviet type cadres formation, and the career planning of cadres. Only apparently their 
prerogatives seemed different. In fact, all of them competed for the good graces of Nicolae 
Ceauşescu, the secretary general of RCP, who guided their scientific and ideological activities.  

 
 
Mioara ANTON, Everyday Life in the Enquiries of the “Scânteia” Newspaper: 

Shortcomings and Miscellaneous notes 
 

In the middle of 1960s, through its special sections, the „Scânteia” newspaper mediated the 
dialogue between society and Communist power. Inspired by the Soviet experience and 
successfully inaugurated in the 1950s, they also fully proved their usefulness during the 
consolidation of the regimes and the relaxation of repressive practices. Voluntary correspondents 
– some of whom became professional journalists – maintained their special status as careful 
observers of the Socialist constructions consolidation process. The consumer goods supply, 
transport, alimentation, the construction of new homes, leisure, the introduction of new products, 
the education of the young generation, justice, production rates or thematic competitions were 
common subjects amongst the correspondence received by the „Scânteia” newspaper from 
vigilant readers.  

 
 
Cristian VASILE, Studying the History of Romanian Communism at the „N. Iorga“ 

History Institute (1989-2011) 
 

This paper shed more light on the historical research which covered the history of 
communism in Romania after 1989; preeminently the article describes the activities and the 
academic biographies of some historians mainly from „Romania and Europe in XXth Century“ 
Research Program who focused on the study of post-war Romania, USSR, and Eastern Europe. 
On the other hand, one underlined the fact that studying the History of Romanian communism at 
the „N. Iorga“ History Institute was not the monopoly of the aforementioned Research Program; 
some historians specializing in Medieval and Modern studies chose also to cover important issues 
of recent history, particularly the history of communist regime. Finally, one tried to analyze the 
post-1989 historiographical context in which „N. Iorga“ History Institute’s researchers worked, 
mainly in comparison with the better-financed governmental agencies such as INMER (National 
Institute for the Memory of Romanian Exile), and IICCMER (The Institute for the Investigation 
of the Communist Crimes and the Memory of the Romanian Exile).  
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Simion GHEORGHIU, Transylvania in the Soviet Planning (1939-1946) 
 

The purpose of this study is to underline the policy of the Soviet Union towards Romania 
and Hungary, two countries included in the hegemonic sphere of Moscow after the Second World 
War. 

The Soviet documents showed that the USSR wanted to offer Romania a compensation 
for the loss of Bessarabia and Northern Bucovina. Therefore, the Peace Treaty from the 10th of 
February 1947 stated the entire repossession of the Northern Transylvania by Romania, in this 
way being consecrated the postwar border between Romania and Hungary. 

 
 
Raul DENIZE, Egon Bahr’s Memorandums during the Grand Coalition (1967-1969) 
 

This article examines Egon Bahr’s activity during the Great Coalition of the late sixties. 
While working for the Federal Foreign Office, Bahr became the author of several important 
memorandums about the European security issue and Germany’s place in Europe. He considered 
himself a realist and believed that in order to surpass the status quo one first needed to accept it. 
His views were greatly influenced by events such as the Warsaw Pact invasion of Czechoslovakia 
and his recommendations paved the way for the „new eastern policy“ implemented from 1969. 
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Radu TUDORANCEA, From the refuge in Moldova to wandering abroad. The issue of 

the Romanian refugees in Russia (1916-1918) 
 

This paper examines the massive displacement and refugeedom triggered by the 
disastrous outcome of the military operations of the 1916 Romanian war campaign. The military 
defeat itself and implicitly the loss of Romanian territory to enemy forces, associated with fear, 
provided the initial basis for the displacement of authorities and civilians. The refugeedom 
exhibited sharp discrepancies among the refugees, both in terms of ways of evacuation (as the 
politicians, high ranking officials and influential individuals evacuated themselves by using 
special trains and private cars, while the boy-scouts, the peasants and other ordinary people 
travelled on horse-driven carriages or even on foot), as well as in terms of future residence and 
daily life of the refugees in Moldavia. The exile in Moldavia generated overpopulation, lack of 
food and financial resources, and the overall situation was aggravated by the extreme weather 
conditions and last, but not least, by the widespread typhus, which generated a huge loss of 
human lives. Due to the tremendous size and intensity of refugeedom, there was a massive impact 
(particularly from the demographic perspective) of the large number of refugees on the social and 
economic life in the host communities. Despite significant efforts made by the Romanian 
administration, the scale of Romanian (state) involvement in the matter of sheltering and 
supporting the refugees was limited by the financial and logistical constraints faced by Romania 
at that time. Also, in connection to the prospects of the war confrontations, the refugees (high 
ranking officials and ordinary people) had to face the prospects of another refuge, into various 
external destinations, but particularly in Russia (Odessa and Kherson). 

 
 

Octavian ŢÎCU, Bessarabia After the Union of 27 March 1918: The Establishment of 
Romania’s Administration and the Difficulties of the Reunion  

 
The difficult conditions in which the Union took place, the future relations with Russia, 

and the need for international recognition of the reunification, left only two solutions to Romania 
for affirming its authority in Bessarabia. The first one, to ensure a military presence in order to 
maintain order and counteract the Bolshevik attempts to occupy the province; the second one, to 
make every effort to achieve the respect and sympathy of the Bessarabian population. While the 
first objective received the constant attention of the Romanian governments during the interwar 
period, with many complications and deformations that were abundantly researched (and often 
tendentious), the second was, in large part, ignored or superficially analyzed. The increased 
attention paid to the administration of Bessarabia, the prevention of abuses and corruption or their 
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punishment would certainly have reduced and prevented anti-Romanian predispositions, not just 
towards minorities, thus facilitating the province’s relationship with the Romanian state. This 
became obvious immediately after the Union. 

 
 
Dragoş SDROBIŞ, A journey between political extremisms: Dumitru Corbea 
 
This study aims to capture an unusual typology of political radicalization of the youth in 

Greater Romania. Unlike the young generation’s leaders who fell prey to political extremism, 
Dumitru Corbea didn’t have a great educational and symbolic capital. However, he tried to build 
a reputation by writing and by using his writings as political weapons. From this point of view, 
his case can be regarded as a symptom of the revolutionary spirit that has encompassed a large 
part of the youth in Greater Romania. Originating from a poor family unable to pay for his 
studies, Corbea adhered to the Legionary Movement in the early 1930s. But, as a result of internal 
struggles within this political organization, he shifted to the left, so that at the beginning of the 
World War II he was a member of the illicit Communist Party of Romania (according to his own 
confession). However, unlike the other comitologists of his generation, Dumitru Corbea 
„evolved” on this axis of revolutionism from right to left, an irrational choice in the context of the 
times. In order to survive in such an unfriendly political environment, Corbea adopted some 
opportunistic strategies. He was also supported by some important figures of that period, like 
Mihail Ralea or Demostene Botez. After the establishment of the communist regime in Romania, 
Corbea made a literary career as a proletcultist writer. One can say that the study reflects the life 
story of a simple man with great expectations of life caught in the „ideological storms” (Hannah 
Arendt) of the 20th century. 

 
 
Bogdan JITEA, Cinema and propaganda: The making of Tudor (1963) 

 

This paper aims to reveal how the historical movie genre started its existence in communist 
Romania and what was the main purpose behind this decision. The regime sought to re-establish 
the ties with the past in terms of political instrumentalization. Therefore, in the context of a 
slowly emancipation from the Soviet grip we witness a revival of the national ideas which 
favored the making of Tudor. The movie follows both the social and national struggle of the 
revolutionary leader Tudor in the early 1800’s. Also, because of its nationalistic tone, it became 
an important tool of the Communist propaganda and the aim was to strengthen the position of the 
Romanian Communist Party inside the Romanian society. Although the movie was made in the 
final years of the Gheorghe Gheorghiu-Dej regime, it was later recovered by the Ceausescu 
Cinema and fitted into the Romanian National Cinema Epic’s project. 
 
 

Mihaela DENIZE, Tension and changes in universities: the purges between 1944-1947 
 

The changes that took place after August 23, 1944 led to a drastic staff change within each 
higher education institution. Previously threatened with removal (by committees organized during 
the national-legionary state), some professors had the chance to initiate an outstanding carrer 
during the communist regime. Thus, universities became the scene of the confrontation between 
characters with radically different political choices. 

The procedures adopted by the two comittees regarding the selection of proffesors were 
largely similar. The decision to maintain or to dismiss a certain professor was directly influenced 
by the information contained in the self-evaluation reports, any memoirs - favorable or 
unfavorable - written by other professors or members of the committee. Those threatened with 
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dismissal could challenge the committee's decision by memorandums that could also include 
favorable statements of people who were trusted by members of the political regime. 

In both cases, the creation of reward and penalty mechanisms led to the emergence of 
opportunity windows that some academics tried to take advantage of. For these people, it became 
obvious that after August 23, 1944, Romania had entered a completely new course and that each 
had to find its place from the early stage of the establishment of the communist regime. In 
addition, the work of the two committees reflects the evolution of interpersonal relationships, 
characterized by a fragmentation due to different interests or sympathies/antipathy. While 
limiting university autonomy, the new legislative framework provided a fertile ground for 
expressing frustrations and rivalries. 

 
 

Vladimir TISMĂNEANU, Dumitru Popescu, the great Pontiff of Ceauşescu’s political 
religion 

 
The six volumes Memoirs of Dumitru Popescu - former N. Ceausescu’s chief ideologue - is 

an important opportunity to analyze his political biography. Dumitru Popescu’s memoirs are full 
of clichés regarding the class struggle, exploitation, Western imperialism, late 1980s Gorbachev’s 
plot and so on. In fact, Popescu was a significant promoter of Nicolae Ceausescu’s cult of 
personality who also supported the institutional mechanisms of the communist regime in order to 
achieve the submission of the individual to party authority and internalization of cultic rituals. 

 
 
Cristian VASILE, The Institute of Philosophy During Gheorghiu-Dej Regime, 1954-1965 

 

This paper examines some aspects of the institutional history of postwar Romanian 
philosophy with a special focus on the Institute of Philosophy of the Academy of People’s 
Republic of Romania. Using archival sources the aim of this paper is to shed more light on the 
main aspects of philosophical research during cultural Stalinism and to underline the inflexion 
points within Romanian „philosophical” writing between 1948 and 1965. One examined the lack 
of human resources and its impact on the emergence of Marxist-Leninist philosophy, but also the 
main research topics studied at the Philosophy Section of the Institute of History and Philosophy 
and Institute of Philosophy especially in the 1950s. We focused also on the context of unmasking 
and purges of the „philosophical” front mainly in late 1950s, underlining the Agitprop fight 
against Revisionism and „bourgeois” influence in social sciences. 

In 1948 the lack of human resources in the field of philosophical research was obvious 
from Marxist-Leninist perspective. This was one the reasons why in 1948-49 the communist 
decision-makers did not support the creation of a separate Institute of Philosophy under the aegis 
of Romanian Academy. Instead between 1949 and 1953 the communist Agitprop agreed the 
functioning of a Philosophy Section within the newly born Institute of History and Philosophy 
(the former Institute of History founded by Nicolae Iorga). The appointment of Constantin 
Ionescu-Gulian as deputy director of the Philosophy Section of the Institute of History and 
Philosophy (in 1949) was the Agitprop response to the aforementioned lack of human resources 
in the field of philosophical research. After some hesitations in 1953-54 the communist party 
leadership chose again C.I. Gulian as director of the newly-created Institute of Philosophy. By 
periodical ideological harassment directed against Gulian Agitprop succeeded in fact to control 
the philosophical research. 
 
 

Cosmin POPA, Nicolae Ceausescu - The Mechanisms of a Dictatorship (1965-1967) 
 

The article describes the manner and means used by Nicolae Ceausescu between 1965-
1967 for the establishment of a personal dictatorship. The reform of the party’s governing bodies, 



 4

mainly by increasing the number of members, and his vast program of bureaucratic reforms, led 
to the removal of any potential opposition from the start. The inventing of a Romanian history of 
communism, the acceptance into the party of those excluded during Dej’s regime and the 
consolidation of bureaucracy through a mix of rewarding measures and control policies, quickly 
transformed Ceausescu into the only source of power and legitimacy in the party. In parallel, 
Ceausescu undertook a true nonviolent sweep of the leading cadres, managing to quickly obtain a 
real power base. His true political genius consisted in the ability to combine in unique packages 
of measures, initiatives to strengthen his power and real modernization policies. The old leaders 
of the party were deprived, shortly after Ceausescu’s coming, of the institutional mechanisms by 
which they could have opposed, but they also lacked the courage. Within a few months of his 
coming to power, Ceausescu undertook a political reform similar to that of Stalin in 1952. One 
year after his inauguration, more than half of those who led the party, the state and the economy 
owed their positions to the new Secretary-General. Under the pretext of modernizing the party 
and state apparatus, using the fact that many of the “veterans” of communism lacked academic 
competence, Ceausescu managed to gather an army of loyalists, giving his leadership a systemic 
character. 
 
 

Mioara ANTON, A utopian project. The society of the new socialist man. The beginnings 
 

This article explores the stages of building the new socialist man. At the beginning of the 
Ceausescu regime, the idea of constructing the new man did not have an explicit ideological 
meaning. The campaigns to educate the tastes of the population, amid the development of 
consumption and the improvement of the living standards, aimed primarily at adapting most of 
the population to the challenges of the modern life. Combating social parasitism, smoking, and 
having a good public behavior were the main directions of the newspaper „Scânteia”, which was 
transformed into a real amplifier for the policies of the regime. The euphoria created by the 
events in Czechoslovakia and the adherence of a large part of the population to the policies 
promoted by Ceausescu made it possible to regain control over society almost unnoticed. If the 
new man had been previously embodied by certain typologies, that stood out by exemplary labor 
and dedication, heroes of work, the Ceausescu project aimed at the whole society. The features of 
the new man, dutiful, submissive, ideologically educated and devoted to the regime had to 
dominate the entire society. 
 
 

Claudia-Florentina DOBRE, Remembering Communism in Post-Communist Romania: 
Memorial Regimes and Individual Recollections  

 

27 years after the fall of communism in Romania, the public representations of the regime 
are still mythologically distorted! Nuances of interpretations, although much needed, are scarce 
and marginalized by the two dominant public narratives which depict communism either as a 
’good idea badly applied’ or as an “illegitimate, criminal regime”. 

This article provides these nuances by means of studying different approaches and levels of 
communist remembrance. It allows us to go beyond the two historiographical paradigms 
circumscribing the memory of Communism: that of victimisation by denouncing the regime's 
crimes and abuses, and that of general culpability, suggesting that all Romanians are responsible 
for the existence and endurance of Communism. 

My aims is twofold: on the one hand to show how memorial regimes are instrumental in 
forging a cultural memory of communism in Romania, and, on the other, to understand how 
people (former detainees, deportees and ordinary people) relate to their communist past and 
experiences. The article emphasizes the importance of the official memorial discourse in shaping 
personal narratives on communism. 
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Simion GHEORGHIU, Science and Politics in the Historiography of the Republic of 

Moldova (Contemporary Period)  
 

The present article aims to present the historiography of the Republic of Moldova 
following the political changes of 1991. As it can be seen, within this historiographic renewal, the 
great majority of historians abandoned the Soviet model of writing history based on the 
adaptation of the past to the imperatives of the political power, and grounded their writings on the 
observance of historical truth. 

In parallel, however, there was also a politicized discourse based on the old ideological 
dogmas that refer to the existence of a “Moldovan people” of distinct origins, speaker of a 
language different from the Romanian one and who would be entitled to have its own “ancestral 
hearth”. The negative effects of such a vulgarized ideology appeared with no delay, and one of 
the most serious was the identity crisis of the Republic of Moldova. 

 
 

Florin ANGHEL, The topography of the Polish exile memory. Babadag, 1939-1940 
 

On September 23, 1939, the Polish, civil and military refugees were established in Oltenia, 
Muntenia and Dobrogea by the decision of the Romanian central administration. Civilian 
refugees were settled in Buzău, Târgovişte, Ploieşti, Pucioasa, Râmnicu Sarat, Constanţa, 
Giurgiu, Turnu Magurele, Craiova, Târgu Jiu, Turnu Severin, Râmnicu Valcea, Călimăneşti, 
Slatina, Dragăşani, Curtea de Argeş, Strehaia and Orşova. The military refugees were placed in 
camps created in Piteşti, Câmpulung Muscel, Slatina, Caracal, Râmnicu Vâlcea, Calafat (for 
ordinary soldiers), Băile Herculane (for generals), Călimăneşti (for senior officers) and Costeşti, 
Drăgăşani and Corabia (petty officers). The majority of the former dignitaries (ministers, state 
secretaries, senior officials, along with their families) were given home in the villas of Govora 
and Olăneşti. The most unfavorable conditions were given to military refugees stationed in the 
uncomfortable villages and fairs in Dobrudja. The officers were distributed, most often in the 
homes of the locals, in Tulcea and Babadag, while the soldiers were garrisoned in the villages of 
Topolog, Ciucurova, Slava Rusă, Slava Cercheza, Casimcea, Sarighiol, Atmagea (Tulcea county) 
and Râmnicu de Jos (Constanta county). 

„Wiarus na Obczyźnie” appeared in Tulcea on 28 September 1939 and was one of the first 
publications of the Polish military resistance in exile. The first three numbers were published 
there, then from number 4 to 16, it appeared at Băile Herculane and later, in 1940, was transferred 
to Târgovişte until the departure of Major Otton Laskowski to Great Britain. 
 
 

Raul DENIZE, Egon Bahr and the configuration of the West German Detente Policy 
 

This article examines Egon Bahr’s intellectual and political postwar evolution. At first, a 
genuine cold warrior, Bahr gradually embraced the ideea of Détente. The reasons for this change 
were multiple, ranging from the influence of other great German political men to the ever clearer 
limitations imposed on West-German foreign policy by a bipolar world. By adapting to the 
realities in which his country was forced to operate, Bahr was able to innovate and create a 
German version of Détente - Wandel durch Annäherung - which reconciled the acceptance of the 
postwar European map with the goal of reunification. 
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Florin ANGHEL, Everyday life in South Dobruja. What Iordan Iavkov (1880-1937) saw 
at the border with Romania? 

 

Iordan Iavkov was born in 1880, in Jevarna, a mountain village in central Bulgaria, but in 
1897 his parents moved to Dobruja, living in Ciufut Cuius, a Tatar village a few kilometres away 
from the current Romanian frontier (today the village is called Iovkovo, near Kardam; between 
1918-1940 it was part of Casim region, in Caliacra county). He taught Bulgarian to a nearby 
school, in Ciflik (Dolen Izvor), also a village situated on the Romanian border, that was merged 
with Musubei (Izvorovo); in Carali (today named Krasen), a nearby village, was located Filip’s 
Inn, which inspired him to write The Inn at Antimovo and Legends of Stara Pianina (1927), his 
famous stories about the peasants and soldiers on the frontier. 

The geographic triangle formed by the frontier villages Carali (in Bulgarian Krasen), 
Ciufut Cuius (Iovkovo) and Ciflik (Dolen Izvor), together with Bazargic town (in Bulgarian 
Dobrici) constituted the real background for some of the most important Bulgarian literary 
creations of Iordan Iovkov, which are a part of Dobruja’s most representative cultural features. 

However, Iordan Iovkov’s villages have nothing to do with the romantic stories, novels, 
poetry, articles or holiday diaries written by the Romanian high class, and published over the 
years during the Interwar decades. The Myth of Balchik and of some other exotic spaces 
perceived as such by Romanians, did not exist in Iordan Iovkov’s writings; he wrote about 
ancient communities, with institutional and every day life patterns that have changed very little 
over the centuries. As Romanian literature focused on turks in turbans and traditional shalwars, 
on the Imperial Ottoman customs and on the white sun of Southern Dobruja, Iovkov’ stories 
depicted the ordinary life, those tireless working days in the field, the dirty public markets that 
had nothing to do with the attractions of larger cities, such as Balchik and the little incidents 
caused by insignificant border officials. A completely different world, another story, a necessary 
addenda to the Romanian perception of Southern Dobruja. 

 
 
Radu TUDORANCEA Romanian Intellectuals in Times of War: the case of those who 

remained on the occupied territory during the Great War 
 

Apart from the existing scientific interest surrounding the research area related to the 
topic of First World War and Romania’s participation in the war, which, for decades mainly 
tackled the political disputes within Romanian society related to War and the military 
confrontations per se, some other topics, such as those referring to cultural and social 
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implications of the war, the relation between war, territory and collective memory and, last but 
not least, the issue of social and intellectual behaviour under the occupation regime have been 
either entirely neglected or given short shrift. Among these, various topics concerning the 
behaviour of Romanian intelectuals which have remained on the occupied territory during the 
First World War have often been omitted. This paper focuses on such a topic, referring to some of 
the most influential Romanian intellectuals who remained on the occupied territory between 
1916-1918. The research tackles the controversy surrounding many of them, especially when it 
comes to the way they were related to the occupation administration during World War I. 

 
 
Octavian DASCĂL, Christian Rakovsky and the Romanian Treasure in Moscow in 1918 
 
Our perspective of Christian Rakovsky as a Bulgarian and Russian revolutionary, a 

Romanian socialist militant and also a Soviet diplomat is enriched by this study which emphasize 
some unpublished documents from the Romanian and Russian Archives, as well as some recent 
Russian publications on the subject. This paper highlights the role played by Rakovsky as 
president of the Supreme Russian-Romanian Autonomous College for Romanian and Bessarabian 
Affairs and as an adviser of the actions accomplished during 1917-1918 by the Russian military-
revolutionary organizations in order to establish the Soviet power in Bessarabia and Romania. 

The documents which are analyzed in this article enlighten Racovsky’ significant 
contribution in shaping the intransigent diplomacy of the Soviets regarding Romania, in the 
context of reopening the Bessarabian Question as a consequence of the union of Bessarabia with 
Romania. The Soviet constant refusal to reopen the negotiations on the Treasure retrocession was 
an important part of the Moscow policy towards Romania. 

The information displayed in the letters sent by Rakovsky to M.M. Litvinov in 1923-
1924, held in the Russian Archives and, moreover, submitted to a critical analysis by some 
Russian historians, allow us, in the current state of research, to draw the conclusion that the 
Romanian Treasure was no longer intact at the beginning of the ’20s. 

 

Camelia ZAVARACHE, „For them to enjoy all the rights that derive from parent- 
child relationship”. The legitimation of children born out-of-wedlock during 
Interwar Romania  

 

The family based on legitimate marriage has been the norm in all European societies, 
under the Old Regime. Legitimate marriage ensured the intergenerational transfer of name and 
property, while cohabitation was seen as posing a serious threat to the social order derived from 
the law. However, what was really at stake was the status of the children resulted from 
illegitimate or transient relationships; perceived as bastards by society, they were excluded from 
their father’s family line, and consequently did not inherit any of his posessions. For people living 
in Romania, during the first half of the XXth century, the problem that they were facing was of a 
different nature; the restrictions instilled by the Civil Law were turning the entire process of 
legitimation into a family drama. As parents that had children without being married were about 
to discover, marriage was the only way to legitimate them, provided that the father had previously 
recognized them as his own. If the marriage was celebrated without the couple being aware of 
this mandatory step, their children would keep on being illegitimate. The strict regulations 
regarding the numerous procedures that needed to be followed were in fact part of a larger 
strategy that authorities used to discourage cohabitation and out-of-wedlock births. Thus, it 
becomes obvious that the intention of the government was to punish deviation from social norms, 
as a measure to moralize the population and better control its behavior. 
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Viorel ACHIM, The Communist Authorities’ Refusal to Recognize the Roma as a 
National Minority. A Moment in the History of the Roma in Romania, 1948-1949 

 

This paper deals with the moment in 1948-1949, when the General Union of the Roma in 
Romania (Uniunea Generală a Romilor din România), which was the representative organization 
of the Roma, unsuccessfully tried to obtain for them from the communist authorities the status of 
a national minority. For the Romanian Communist Party, the Roma represented a population that 
had to be brought into its sphere of influence. Discussions on the establishment of the People’s 
Union of the Roma in Romania (Uniunea Populară a Romilor din România) lasted for several 
months but eventually led to the rejection of the request of the Roma leaders. The institutions 
involved in these discussions created documents, some of which are kept in the archives and 
allow us to study this moment in time. An archival document of particular importance for 
understanding what happened in those years and for understanding the motivations behind the 
communist authorities’ decision not to grant the status of a national minority to the Roma is the 
study titled The Gypsy Problem in the Romanian People’s Republic, which was drawn up by the 
Department for the Issues of Coinhabiting Nationalities in the context of the negotiations in the 
first months of 1949 between the ministry's leadership and the Roma leaders in connection with 
the recognition of the Roma as a national minority. 
 

 
Lucian VASILE The invisible line. Gheorghe Saramet Spy’s biography 
 

The article focuses on the biography of Gheorghe Saramet, one of the spies that had been 
working for the Communist Intelligence Agencies of Romania, during its early years, and also for 
the foreign ones, in a double game that has provided him with social status, wealth and a sense of 
adventure. In doing so, he played a vital part in the Communist authorities’ effort of dismantling 
an entire spy network run by Mihail Opran, the de facto leader of SIMRE (The Intelligence 
Service of the Romanian Military Exile), which was supported by the French Intelligence 
Agency. However, his years of service have not spared him of being arrested for trying to leave 
Romania, spending time in prison, only to be released again and reactivated as an intelligence 
agent. Still, his entire activity, especially towards the ’60, cannot be known with certainty, as the 
documents available in the archives regarding his work have been selected and removed from the 
files. Consequently, one can assume that Saramet was released from prison and allowed to leave 
the country with the promise of collaborating with the Romanian Intelligence Service, as he could 
have easily been blackmailed with his past. 

 
 
Cristian VASILE, Some Reflections regarding the History of the Institute for Legal 

Research of the Academy of the People’s Republic of Romania in its First Decade of Existence, 
1954-1965 

 

The Institute for Legal Research (ICJ) of the Romanian Academy was run in its first 
years of existence (between 1954 and 1956) by a communist dignitary such as Ion Gheorghe 
Maurer. The Institute was an example of a strange coexistence between jurists-political activists 
on the ideological front and eminent scholars academically validated abroad during the pre-
communist period. Around the recent history of the ICJ there have been heated debates, 
especially after some anniversary moments that led to the praising without critical sense of the 
former director I.Gh. Maurer who after 1961 became prime minister of communist Romania. 
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Raluca-Nicoleta SPIRIDON, Arresting the Recollections regarding Bessarabia. 

Virginia Munteanu, Dumitru Iov and Virgil Carianopol - condemned for public agitation in 1957 
 

The article’s aim is to present the political trial involving an intellectual group gathered 
around Virginia Munteanu - the sister of anticommunist writer and journalist Pamfil Seicaru - and 
to outline the political and literary biographies of those writers who were condemned to many 
years of imprisonment for the crime of public agitation by the Sentence no. 474 from 8 April 
1957 of the Bucharest Military Tribunal. It was an almost singular case of political punishment 
for literary work per se the first communist decade (1948-1958). The article focuses on poets 
Dumitru Iov and Virgil Carianopol who were sentenced in this aforementioned political trial. 

 
 
Bogdan C. IACOB, From Africa to the World: Romania’s Global Turn in the 1970s 
 

The first postwar Romanian trans-African expedition (1970-1971) and Nicolae 
Ceausescu’s first tour of African countries (1972) were symbolic moments for the local 
communist regime's global turn that began at the end of the 1960s. At the same time, these 
momentous events underlined Romania’s ambivalent and limited global presence in post-colonial 
world before 1970. The acceleration and expansion of Romania’s relations with developing 
countries in Africa, Latin America, or Asia was inextricably connected with the country’s new 
identity as proclaimed by the 1969 Party Congress (in the aftermath of the previous year's Soviet-
led military intervention in Czechoslovakia), that is the status of European, socialist, developing 
country. The article analyzes, starting from Bucharest’s bilateralism engagement with Sub-
Saharan Africa states, how solidarity with the ,Third World’ became a central element of the 
Romanian state socialism’s ideological and economic emancipation within the Soviet Union-led 
camp and in the world. The anti-imperialist and developmental commitment of the government in 
Bucharest in Africa, and more generally in the Global South, was a cardinal reference for the 
regime’s self-representations at home and abroad during the Cold War. 

 
 
Cosmin POPA, The beginnings of the Romanian bicephal dictatorship: Preparing the 

ground (1971-1974) 
 

The rising of his wife, Elena, as a leader, as most of Ceauşescu’s long term stakes, was 
carefully and systematically prepared from his early years. This was not a means to combat the 
economic crisis or a consequence of the couple’s seizure of the competences of the party 
apparatus, although both were obvious in Ceauşescu’s Romania. Elena became the second leader 
of the country and the party in order to preserve and consolidate Ceauşescu’s dictatorship, and 
this was a singular phenomenon among the European Communist countries through its structure 
and manifestation. The vast process of clearing and preparing the political and institutional 
ground for the transition from the culture of party elites to clan culture did not take place during 
the tense moments of Ceauşescu’s dictatorship, but when he was at the height of his popularity. 
Lacking any ideological constraints or cultural inhibitions, the two members of the Ceauşescu 
family made the most of the experience of the other Communist countries where family ties 
played a major role in politics. However, while trying to build a hermetic and impregnable 
system, the members of the Ceauşescu family did not mimic the experience of the Kim dynasty, 
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while they amended that of Mao and his wife, Jiang Qing, and completely ignored the curios case 
of Ludmila Jivkova. 

The Elena Ceauşescu phenomenon was not a symptom of a Romanian patriarchal culture 
transformed by Communism, nor the by- product of the regime’s gender policy. Elena Ceauşescu 
respected the first in her public acts and presented herself as the symbol of the second but did not 
truly claim authority from neither. Elena Ceauşescu was the clearest expression of Ceauşescu’s 
untamed lust for power. Power-mad, Ceauşescu delegated some of it to an extension of himself, 
but even then, he always had the last word. All of Elena Ceauşescu's autonomous actions during 
her political career had no personal agenda and were only means to follow that of her husband. 
Her few public speeches were those of her husband and her actions had no other goal but to 
consolidate his own. 

 
 
Mioara ANTON, The education of the good taste in Socialist Romania: ideological 

norms and social practices 
 

Two decades from the establishment of communist regime, the economic condition of 
Romanian society was radically changed. The industrialization and urbanization led to the 
improvement of living conditions, diversifications of consumer goods and rising of living 
standards. The development of home-grown industry represented an essential component of the 
national strategy of Ceausescu’s regime. The long-term effects were the growth of the economic 
potential of the country, the improvement of living conditions and implicitly the winning of the 
population’s trust. 

The campaigns for the education of the good taste had an explicit ideological aim, 
educating the population to accustom the socialist values as well as a practical one resulted from 
the modernization of Romanian economy. In the first case, we refer to the massive ideologisation 
through spreading the culture for the masses, the anti-religious campaigns and removing from 
society the negative phenomena such as alcoholism, social parasitism, black market economy and 
corruption. In the second case, the main objective of the communist regime was to cultivate the 
image of a country found in full economic development. The officials saw in the mass production 
of consumer goods a means for educating the taste and needs of the population. Behind the 
demands for a rational and balanced consumption were hidden the problems of planned economy 
which could not respond to the consumer demand and never provided the quantities that people 
wanted. 

  
 
Flori BĂLĂNESCU, Goma Movement in the Securitate archives and in the American 

Intelligence Documents. (Prospects for a comparative study)  

 

The evolution of the Human Rights Movement in the first months of the year 1977, amid 
the preparation of the Conference for Security and Cooperation in Europe in Belgrade and the 
effects of the March 4, 1977 Vrancea earthquake, did not go unnoticed by the western 
intelligence services and media. Similar to the Czechoslovakia’s Charter 77, the purpose of the 
Goma Movement was to draw attention to the Conference members on the non-observance of the 
human rights by the Ceauşescu regime. The formal Romanian discourse, the Romanian classified 
documents on the repression of the Movement and the external perceptions, as shown in the 
recent declassified CIA documents, are contributory to an in-depth review. The different 
perspectives allow the historian to formulate his own conclusions augmented by the primary and 
secondary bibliography on the subject. 
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Simion GHEORGHIU, The 1986 Cernobyl catastrophe reflected in the Romanian 

Communist Party documents 
 

In this article, based mostly on documents deposited in the National Archives of Romania 
(mainly the CC of PCR fund – Foreign Relations Section and the Chancellery Section), it is 
presented the attitude of the Romanian communist leader Nicolae Ceausescu when facing the 
Chernobyl disaster from the night of 25-26 April 1986 and also the actions taken in the 
immediately following period. 

Even though in the Romanian communist press there was very little information about 
the accident (the emphasis was strictly on limited data, without giving too many details, “in order 
not to create panic”), the documents of the Romanian Communist Party show that the leader from 
Bucharest was informed about the explosion and was regularly updated about the trajectory of the 
radioactive cloud, consisting of large quantities of Cesium 137 and Iod 131 isotopes. With the 
change of wind direction, the cloud that crossed the south of Ukraine and headed for Turkey, 
made the radiation level to grow in various areas of Romania. Within the CC of PCR meeting on 
the morning of May 1, 1986, Ceausescu formed an environment surveillance and control 
committee, led by his wife Elena. The purpose of the committee was not only to manage the 
situation but also to keep the contact with the Soviet comrades, from whom it was expected 
collaboration, “to provide more details”. In this respect the Soviet Union ambassador to 
Bucharest, N. Tiajelnikov, was repeatedly convoked. 

A face to face discussion between N. Ceausescu and M.S. Gorbachev took place on May 
16, 1986. Although not on the agenda of the meeting, the Chernobyl catastrophe topic was 
addressed. As the transcript shows, the discussion was a “dialogue of the deaf”. An immediate 
effect of this meeting was that the Chernobyl subject ceased to appear in the Romanian press of 
the time. However, the issue continued to be addressed from time to time “behind the closed 
doors”, based on communications coming from the Soviet Union. 


